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Executive Summary 

This deliverable describes the results of the preliminary activities carried out in the framework 

of task 5.2 - Specific synergies with the Zero-Emission Waterborne Transport (ZEWT) Partnership 

and other maritime initiatives (M1 – M18). This task aims at maximising the outreach of the 

MarLEN impacts and project results by establishing long-lasting synergies and collaborations 

to share resources and reduce fragmentation amongst the projects and other funding 

initiatives in the waterborne sector (e.g., ZEWT, GREENET, BlueTech Cluster Alliance).  

In particular, the D5.3 outlines the results of the multi-levels mapping exercise, which aimed 

at identifying relevant projects, initiatives, networks, working groups, events and journals both 

at national and international levels and assessing potential joint activities, including  joint 

organisation of online workshops and events, joint policy briefs and recommendation. The 

data collect has informed the MarLEN Roadmap, which has been created as a guiding tool for 

the exploration and creation of cooperation plans and partnerships throughout the project, 

with the ultimate goal to increase the replication of potential of the project’s outputs across 

Europe and beyond.  
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1 Introduction 

Fostering the establishment of synergies amongst projects and initiatives sharing resembling 

objectives, thematic priorities and complementary activities has been recognised as a strategic 

actions to boost the outreach of relevant project results, as well as promoting their uptake 

across Europe and beyond. The need to provide a common platform amongst similar projects 

initiatives is even more important for the European waterborne sector, which is historically 

characterised by fragmentation of R&I efforts, requiring better coordination and alignment 

with available national funding opportunities and existing initiatives, with the ultimate goal to 

maximise impact and accelerate progress towards climate targets. 

The definition of strategies to foster the development of synergies to facilitate the cross-

fertilisation of knowledge is at the core of the EU-funded projects, where the call for proposals 

are directly requesting the development of networking activities with similar initiatives in the 

same working field. In this framework, the MarLEN – Maritime Low Emission Network project 

has embedded the development of synergies at the core of its strategy, in order to reinforce 

its visibility, expand its stakeholder base, and enhance the uptake and scalability of its outputs. 

The active collaboration with other initiatives can be realised in different ways and leveraging 

on different channels, with include joint cross-dissemination activities, co-organisation of 

workshops and events, co-publications, joint policy recommendations and knowledge sharing.  

Starting from the early stages of the MarLEN project, the Consortium has supported the work 

towards the creation of long-lasting and sustainable synergies with relevant projects and 

initiatives in the waterborne transport sector, both at national and local levels.  

This Deliverable D5.3 Synergies with other initiatives Roadmap outlines the results of the 

preliminary mapping realised under Task 5.2 – Specific synergies with ZEWT and other maritime 

initiatives (M1–M18) with the objective to identify both national and international projects, 

initiatives, events and networks operating in the waterborne transport domain. The results of 

this mapping exercise have been systematised in a Synergies Roadmap to guide the effective 

implementation of the synergies activities throughout the project.  

The approach adopted by the MarLEN consortium combines a bottom-up mapping exercise, 

carried out by all partners, with a targeted stakeholder outreach plan, aimed at identifying 

collaboration opportunities and synergies that are both feasible and strategic, initiate 

engagement and building long-lasting relationships.  
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The projects and initiatives listed in this deliverable represent the first version of this mapping 

effort. Some stakeholders have already been contacted, and some initial synergies have 

already been activated - including MarLEN’s participation in clustering events and cross-

dissemination of the press release on specialised journals - while others will be realised in the 

upcoming phases of the project, following a strategic outreach and engagement plan.  

This deliverable should be seen as a living document, working as a dynamic roadmap of 

initiatives, projects and events flagged as aligned with the MarLEN scope and for which 

potential joint actions have been assessed. It will be regularly updated over the course of the 

project to reflect new collaborations and activities. In doing so, MarLEN aims to contribute to 

building a stronger, more connected, and more impactful European Research and Innovation 

community in the field of sustainable maritime transport. 

The document is structured as follows: 

• Section 1 – Introduction outlines the strategic role of synergies and provides introductory 

information about the context in which the deliverable has been drafted, as well as its 

connection with other project activities.  

• Section 2 – Objectives and Methodology describes the main objectives and the 

methodology applied for the identification of relevant initiatives, projects, networks and 

events. 

• Section 3 – Mapping of relevant projects, networks, clusters and initiatives presents 

the results of the mapping exercise carried out in the first part of the project as a 

preliminary work for the networking activities, outlining the relevant projects, networks, 

and clusters identified along with a preliminary assessment of the potential joint actions 

to be implemented and the next steps for the establishment of long-lasting synergies 

throughout the project.  

• Section 4 – Ongoing and already established synergies summarises the initial synergies 

carried out until M6 (June 2025) including cross-dissemination actions and participation in 

relevant events.  

• Section 5 – Conclusions provides final reflections about the initial results of the mapping 

and the assessment of potential synergies, while outlining next steps for further expanding 

collaborations to maximise the project impacts throughout its duration and beyond. 
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2 Objectives and Methodology 

This section outlines the main objectives and the methodology adopted to ensure a structured 

and effective identification of relevant initiatives, projects, events and networks, as well as 

assessing potential synergies within the waterborne transport sector. The goal of the mapping 

is to provide a comprehensive and strategic foundation for the development of long-term 

collaborations and resource-sharing opportunities that support the objectives of the MarLEN 

project. The approach envisioned a multi-level mapping combining consortium-wide 

consultation, targeted desk research, and external online survey.  

2.1 Objectives of the mapping  

The overarching goal of the mapping exercise can be summarised as follows: 

• Identifying ongoing projects, initiatives and networks implemented both at national and 

European levels and whose objectives and scope are thematically aligned with the MarLEN 

project.  

• Mapping relevant events and magazines where the ongoing activities and the main results 

of the MarLEN project can be showcased in order to enhance its visibility and outreach 

beyond the Consortium.  

• Assessing the main thematic links with the pre-identified projects, initiatives, events, 

networks and journals, as well as exploring areas of complementarity for the development 

of future synergies and joint actions.  

• Providing a knowledge base to inform the development of a Synergies Roadmap to lay the 

groundwork for the establishment of synergies amongst projects and initiatives operating 

in the field of waterborne sectors.  

• Fostering an ongoing dialogue with major stakeholders in the field of the waterborne 

transport at national and EU level to ensure that the MarLEN recommendations to 

accelerate the adoption of zero-emission solutions are tailored to the local needs and 

specific context, thus facilitating their validation and adoption by relevant actors in the 

sector.  

• Ensuring that main results of MarLEN are replicable, scalable, and connected to a wider 

ecosystem of stakeholders committed to decarbonising the maritime sector by 

establishing high-impact collaborations beyond the project’s lifetime. 
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2.2 Stakeholders’ identification and mapping methodology 

To ensure the establishment of a guiding framework to effectively create long-lasting 

synergies between MarLEN and other national and international R&I initiatives within the 

maritime and inland waterway sectors, a multi-level methodology was applied by APRE – in its 

role as leader of Task 5.2 – to identify an initial list of relevant projects and initiatives to engage 

with. This sub-chapter describes the steps taken to map the waterborne landscape in Europe 

and beyond, focusing on the key topics aligned with the MarLEN scope, including zero-

emission waterborne transport, sustainable maritime innovation, and climate-neutral mobility.  

The first step encompassed an internal mapping at the Consortium-wide scale that was 

carried out between M2 and M4 (February 2025 – April 2025), leveraging on the contacts and 

involvement of Consortium Partners projects and initiatives focused on the maritime and 

inland waterway sectors, both funded by the EU Funding Programmes or implemented at 

national level. In fact, concerning the geographical context of the project, the mapping has 

been oriented towards the identification of relevant initiatives, projects, networks, media 

outlets and events at two different levels:  

• Local level: corresponding to the ongoing initiatives, projects, media outlets and events 

implemented in the countries where the MarLEN Partners are established, namely Belgium, 

Germany, Ireland, Italy, Norway, Portugal, Romania, Turkey, and the United Kingdom.  

• European level: with the contribution of all the partners, the mapping has identified other 

relevant initiatives, projects, media outlets and events with an international outreach 

beyond the project Consortium.  

In order to collect information in a systematic way, APRE designed a shared Excel document 

divided into five sections, namely (i) ongoing projects and initiatives; (ii) relevant external 

events where the results of the MarLEN could be showcased; (iii) journals and magazines to 

leverage on for future dissemination activities (e.g., publications, articles, workshops 

promotion); (iv) relevant organisations in the waterborne sector - including industry, public 

authorities, academia, general public - which could be potentially interested in the MarLEN 

activities; (v) existing networks, working groups and platforms which are relevant to the 

MarLEN scope. For each project, initiative, event and network indicated, the Partners were 

required to specify the main thematic links with the MarLEN project and the potential synergies 

and joint activities to be implemented throughout the project. Furthermore, an additional 

criterion regarding the timeframe was set. In fact, the mapping exercise focused only on 

ongoing projects and initiatives, which are supposed to be active for the same timeframe of 

the MarLEN project, in order to ensure the establishment of synergies for a longer period of 

time. The mapping tool remains open for continuous updates throughout the project’s lifespan 
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and acts as a dynamic internal database to monitor new opportunities, track emerging 

stakeholders, and ensure ongoing coordination in the identification of potential synergies. 

Furthermore, in order to complement the inputs collected in the first mapping phase and to 

further extend the exercise beyond the Consortium Partners, APRE conducted an extensive 

desk research in M5 (May 2025). To ensure a comprehensive identification of ongoing 

projects, initiatives and events thematically aligned with MarLEN, the desk research has been 

guided by a multi-step methodology combining the use of official databases of the 

European Commission (e.g., CORDIS, Horizon Dashboard), broadening the research to 

Horizon Europe (especially Cluster 5) and other EU Funding Programmes (e.g., Connecting 

Europe Facility, INTERREG, European Maritime Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund, LIFE, 

Innovation Fund), and the application of a keyword-based research approach, focusing on 

terms closely related to the MarLEN scope (e.g., waterborne transport, maritime innovation, 

inland waterway transport, ports and shipping). Moreover, the desk-based mapping 

encompasses a range of projects and initiatives addressing complementary aspects of the 

waterborne sector, including economic, regulatory, environmental and social aspects 

impacting the decarbonisation of the sector across Europe, as well as the topics aligned with 

the scopes of the Zero Emission Waterborne Transport Partnership. In particular, the broader 

scope of the identified initiatives and projects include: (i) addressing the need for skilled 

professionals to guide the decarbonisation in Europe’s waterborne sector; (ii) demonstrating 

solutions for the application of sustainable alternative fuels; (iii) projects focusing on the 

design and retrofitting of the shipping sector; (iv) delivering of energy-efficiency technologies 

to reduce the environmental impact of the sector; (v) exploring policy-oriented solutions to 

accelerate the uptake of zero emission solutions and accelerate the decarbonisation of the 

waterborne sector.  

Moreover, the third step of the aforementioned mapping foresaw the launch of an online 

survey with a two-fold aim. First, the survey was designed as a user-friendly questionnaire to 

expand the mapping of the maritime and inland waterway transport landscape beyond the 

Consortium, ensuring the possibility to collect information about existing projects and 

initiatives across other EU and non-EU Countries. Secondly, the survey served as a tool to start 

collecting expression of interest regarding the project activities, while creating an initial 

database of contacts to reach out for future dissemination actions. The survey targeted key 

actors from the waterborne transport ecosystem - including policymakers and experts, 

international and national public and port authorities, researchers and academics, industry 

leaders and technological providers of zero-emissions solutions – who were invited to report 

any national or international initiatives, projects, upcoming events, and active networks and 

working groups in which they were directly involved or aware of. The survey remained available 

online for three weeks and a cross-dissemination strategy through the MarLEN LinkedIn page 



 

 

 

D5.3 – Synergies with other initiatives Roadmap 

www.marlen.eu – Grant Agreement ID: 101192539  16  

 

and further exploiting the networks of each Partner. This joint dissemination effort led to 21 

responses to the survey and the identification of 38 additional initiatives and projects. The 

results of the multi-step mapping exercise to inform the Roadmap guiding the implementation 

of synergies throughout the MarLEN project, along with a preliminary assessment of the 

potential joint actions to be implemented, are presented in the following chapters.  
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3 Mapping of relevant projects, networks, 

events and initiatives 

This section aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the results of the preliminary 

mapping of projects, networks, events and initiatives flagged as thematically aligned with the 

MarLEN scope. Furthermore, this section describes the next steps to be undertake by the WP5 

Leader throughout the MarLEN project, working as a roadmap to facilitate the implementation 

of synergies and networking activities with the pre-identified relevant projects and initiatives.   

The following sub-chapters will provide the full list of projects, initiatives, networks, events and 

media outlets mapped, which have been divided per typology and according to their 

dimension, either local, thus corresponding to the specific country participating in the MarLEN 

project, or international. The identified initiatives operate under various European and national 

programmes and represent valuable opportunities for knowledge exchange, joint promotional 

actions, and strategic collaboration. 

The mapping is structured by funding programme, offering both a descriptive overview and a 

brief description of each group’s potential relevance to MarLEN. Special attention is given to 

ongoing national and international projects, ZEWT Platform projects, European maritime 

clusters, and policy-oriented networks, all of which could support MarLEN’s dissemination, 

stakeholder engagement, and capacity-building efforts. 

By identifying common objectives and complementary activities, this mapping serves as a 

strategic tool for enhancing cross-project cooperation and unlocking new opportunities within 

the wider European maritime and inland waterway ecosystems, ensuring the maximisation of 

the project’s impact and supporting its long-term sustainability. 

3.1 National projects, initiatives and networks  

The following sub-paragraphs outline the list of projects, initiatives, and networks that have 

been identified at national level as a result of the multi-level mapping described in section 1.2. 

For each initiative or project, a brief description has been provided, as well as a first assessment 

of the potential joint actions to be implemented. A total number of 34 elements were 

identified, including 10 funding initiatives, 10 projects and initiatives, 14 networks, platforms 

and working groups.  
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Table 1 - National Funding Initiatives 

Country Name Type Brief description Joint activities 

Germany 

Maritime Research 

Programme (Maritimes 

Forschungsprogramm) 

Funding 

Initiative 

National R&D Programme for 

the implementation of 

Germany's Maritime Research 

Strategy 2025, funding industry-

led and pioneering innovations 

and technologies in the maritime 

industry, focusing on 

environmental sustainability, 

digital technologies, maritime 

safety, and climate-neutral 

shipping.  

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

• Joint Policy Briefs. 

• Knowledge exchange. 

• Alignment on funding 

topics. 

Germany 

Real-time technologies 

for maritime security 

(Echtzeittechnologien 

für die maritime 

Sicherheit) 

 

Funding 

Initiative 

Funding initiative covering 

maritime topics, including: 

protection of maritime 

infrastructures, surveillance of 

maritime areas to prevent illegal 

activities, security of the supply 

chain, safety of the maritime 

transport systems, marine 

environmental protection and 

accident prevention.  

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

• Joint Policy Briefs. 

• Knowledge exchange. 

• Alignment on funding 

topics. 

Ireland Marine Institute Cullen 

Fellowship programme: 

The use of Maritime 

Autonomous Surface 

Ships (MASS) in coastal 

waters and the 

implications for the 

future of the maritime 

industry 

Funding 

Initiative 

Providing Maritime Education 

and Training (MET) and 

developing innovative 

educational approach for 

seafarers for managing the 

integration of autonomous 

technologies across the maritime 

industry.  

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

• Joint Policy Briefs. 

• Knowledge exchange. 

• Alignment on funding 

topics.  

Turkey 

Maritime 

Decarbonisation and 

Green Shipping 

Programme 

Funding 

Initiative 

It promotes the uptake of low-

carbon technologies across ports 

and the shipping industry 

through investments in 

alternative fuel infrastructure, 

vessel retrofitting, and 

sustainable port operations.  

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

• Joint Policy Briefs.  

• Knowledge exchange.  

• Alignment on funding 

topics. 

United 

Kingdom 
CMDC6 - Clean 

Maritime Demostration 

Competition 6  - Smart 

Shipping 

Funding 

initiative 

CMDC6 supports feasibility 

studies and pre-deployment 

trials of digital technologies 

aimed at reducing GHG 

emissions and improving air 

• Knowledge sharing.  

• Alignment on funding 

topics. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 
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Country Name Type Brief description Joint activities 

quality in maritime transport, 

focusing on focus on Smart 

Shipping.  

United 

Kingdom 

MariNH₃ – UK Green 

Ammonia for Maritime 

Fuel 

Funding 

initiative 

MariNH₃ is a 5‑year research 

programme funded by the UK’s 

EPSRC that innovates green 

ammonia thermal propulsion for 

commercial vessels. It combines 

technical development, 

economic and policy research, 

and stakeholder engagement.  

• Knowledge sharing.  

• Alignment on funding 

topics. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls.  

• Joint Policy Briefs.  

United 

Kingdom 

UK SHORE – UK 

Shipping Office for 

Reducing Emissions 

Funding 

initiative 

Funded by the UK Department 

for Transport, it aims to address 

barriers to maritime 

decarbonisation. It includes the 

Clean Maritime Demonstration 

Competitions and Zero Emission 

Vessel and 

Infrastructure competition 

funds. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

• Joint Policy Briefs. 

• Knowledge exchange. 

• Alignment on funding 

topics. 

United 

Kingdom 
Offshore Renewable 

Energy Catapult – Clean 

Maritime 

Funding 

Initiative 

Accelerating the decarbonisation 

of offshore wind vessel 

operations.  The Roadmap 

highlights decarbonisation 

technology priorities including 

alternative fuels.  

• Knowledge sharing.  

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

• Alignment on funding 

topics. 

United 

Kingdom 

Connected Places 

Catapult – Freight 

Innovation Fund 

Accelerator and 

Transport Accelerator 

Funding 

Initiative 

Supporting small and medium-

sized enterprises (SMEs) with 

pioneering solutions applicable 

to the maritime industry.  

• Knowledge sharing.  

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

• Alignment on funding 

topics. 

Sweden 

Swedish Smart Port 

Calls programme 

Funding 

Initiative 

Promoting sustainable and 

innovative solutions to 

decarbonise maritime transport 

by financing projects to digitalise 

and improve port operations. 

• Knowledge sharing.  

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls.  

• Alignment on funding 

topics.  
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Table 2 - National Projects and Initiatives 

Country Name Type Brief description Joint activities 

Ireland 

ShipFuel-IE - 

Developing pathways 

for a sustainable 

shipping and maritime 

fuel value chain in 

Ireland 

Project 

Funded by the Sustainable 

Energy Authority of Ireland 

(SEAI) and Department of 

Transport (DoT), it aims to 

explore viable alternative fuels 

and the infrastructural 

adaptations required within Irish 

ports. 

• Knowledge exchange. 

• Joint Policy Briefs. 

Italy 

SOFFHICE - SOFC 

Hybridization with 

Internal Combustion 

Engine fuelled by 

Natural gas for 

maritime applications 

Project 

Funded by the 

NextGenerationEU, it 

investigates the retrofit of ships, 

with short-distance ferries 

serving as real case studies., to 

maximise ICE 

efficiency and minimize 

emissions during open-sea 

navigation, while emphasizing 

SOFC operation in ports and 

coastal areas to reduce 

pollutants.  

• Knowledge sharing.  

• Joint Policy Briefs.  

Portugal 

Portugal Blue Digital 

Hub 
Initiative 

Funded by the Recovery and 

Resilience Programme, it aims to 

support the testing and 

demonstration of new solutions, 

promote the attraction of 

foreign investment, promote 

training in digital skills for the 

digital and environmental 

transition. The Blue sectors of 

activity include Shipping and 

Ports and Shipbuilding and Refit.  

• Knowledge sharing. 

• Joint Policy 

Recommendations. 

• Networking.  

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls.  

United 

Kingdom 

MaLaMi - Maritime and 

Last Mile Net Zero 
Project 

Funded by the EPSRC’s Place 

Based Impact Acceleration 

Account (PBIAA) scheme, 

MaLaMi aims to accelerate 

maritime transport 

decarbonisation and enhance 

low-carbon logistics in the 

Liverpool City Region and its 

associated green shipping 

• Knowledge sharing.  
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corridor to Belfast, 

translating  research and 

technology into commercial 

applications.  

United 

Kingdom 

N0MES – Centre for 

Doctoral Training in Net 

Zero Maritime Energy 

Solutions 

Initiative 

N0MES advances the 

Engineering Net Zero EPSRC 

research priority by providing 

the opportunity for 

postgraduate researchers to 

work in co-designed projects to 

address interdisciplinary 

research challenges and to 

acquire skills in the net zero 

maritime energy sector. 

• Knowledge sharing.  

• Joint Policy Briefs 

focused on skills gaps.  

United 

Kingdom 

UK National Clean 

Maritime Research Hub 
Initiative 

Funded by EPSRC and the UK 

Department for Transport, it 

connects 13 universities and 70+ 

industry, civic, and international 

organisations. It focuses on 

early-stage research across five 

key themes: alternative fuels, 

propulsion systems, port 

infrastructure, vessel design, and 

digital operations.  

• Cross-dissemination.  

• Knowledge sharing.  

• Alignment on funding 

topics.  

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls.  

United 

Kingdom 

QuestZero – Zero 

Emissions Workboat 

Initiative 

Initiative 

It aims to design and build the 

first zero-emission research 

workboat, integrating renewable 

energy sources to reduce the 

environmental footprint of 

professional maritime 

operations. 

• Knowledge sharing to 

inform the MarLEN 

Recommendations.  

Sweden  

H2AMN – Hydrogen, 

Ammonia & Methanol 

in Nordic Ports 

 

Project 

Scaling up hydrogen-based fuel 

solutions in Nordic ports, 

focusing on storage options, 

supply chains, environmental 

and economic impacts, and 

policy frameworks to support 

implementation in and around 

ports. 

• Knowledge sharing.  

• Joint Policy Briefs.  

Sweden  
Digital Twins of 

Multi‑Purpose Ports for 

Operational Planning 

Project 

Deployment of digital twins in 

ports to enhance information 

management, optimise 

processes, and improve 

• Knowledge sharing. 

• Joint Policy Briefs. 
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decision-making to reduce 

environmental impact.  

Sweden  STORM - System 

transition to renewable 

marine fuels in the 

Nordics - from a supply 

chain perspective 

Project 

Transition and adoption of 

renewable marine fuels in the 

Nordic region, focusing on 

vessels and supply chain analysis.  

• Knowledge sharing.  

 

 

Table 3 - National Platforms, Networks and Working Groups 

Country Name Type Brief description Joint activities 

Belgium 

Maritime Industry 

Decarbonisation 

Council (MIDC) 

Platform 

Strategic Belgian platform 

fostering the transition to clean 

fuels and energy-efficient 

shipping by fostering  

knowledge exchange and joint 

action on maritime 

decarbonisation. 

• Joint events. 

• Joint Policy Briefs.  

 

Ireland 

Marine Ireland Industry 

Network (MIIN) 
Network 

Bringing together industry and 

academia working in Ireland’s 

ocean economy. Key sectors of 

actions include Ports & Shipping 

and Maritime Coastal 

Engineering and Construction. It 

organises online and in-person 

events relevant to the marine 

industry in Ireland.  

• Knowledge sharing.  

• Relevant events.  

Italy 

BIG Cluster – National 

Technological Cluster of 

the Italian Sea Economy 

Network 

Established by the Ministry of 

University and Research, it aims 

to create an ecosystem to 

connect public and private 

words, establishing partnerships 

between industry and academia 

to facilitate innovation, 

economic growth and global 

competitiveness of the Italian 

Maritime Economy. 

Key activities include training, 

knowledge transfer, events and 

innovation projects.  

• Knowledge sharing. 

• Joint events 

• Cross-dissemination 

• Joint Policy 

Recommendations 
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Italy  

Assarmatori Working 

Groups 

Working 

Group 

The WG brings together key 

shipping experts to review, 

discuss and tackle the critical 

legal and technical issues faced 

by the maritime and shipping 

industry, to be then translated 

into  position papers, initiatives 

and policy recommendations.  

• Knowledge sharing.  

• Joint Policy 

Recommendations. 

Norway 

Norwegian Centre of 

Expertise (NCE) 

Maritime CleanTech 

Network 

Maritime commercial hub using 

Norwegian maritime expertise as 

a springboard for developing 

energy-efficient and sustainable 

technologies in collaboration 

with its partners. The 

organisation establishes green 

and groundbreaking projects 

with global commercial 

potential. 

• Knowledge sharing. 

• Joint Policy 

Recommendations. 

Norway 

Global Centre of 

Expertise (GCE) Ocean 

Technology 

Network 

Promoting green transition and 

sustained growth of the ocean 

industries, gathering 130+ 

partners from the entire offshore 

energy value chain.  

• Knowledge sharing. 

• Joint Policy 

Recommendations. 

Norway 

GCE Blue Maritime 

Cluster 
Network 

Recognised as a GCE in 2014 due 

to its strong market position and 

significant contribution to 

Norwegian value creation. It acts 

as an enabler across the entire 

value chain, driving innovation 

and facilitating the development 

of future technologies, solutions, 

and businesses. 

• Knowledge sharing. 

• Joint Policy 

Recommendations. 

•  

Portugal 

Fórum Oceano - 

Association of Maritime 

Economy  

Network 

Appointed as managing body of 

the Portuguese Sea Cluster, its 

mission is to support the 

sustainable development of the 

maritime sector, promoting 

innovation, entrepreneurship 

and cooperation between 160+ 

entities via initiatives and 

projects for the development of 

new technologies.  

• Knowledge sharing. 

• Joint Policy 

Recommendations. 

• Networking.  

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls.  

• Joint events.  

•  
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Romania 

Danube Region Strategy 

– Waterway and Port 

Infrastructure & 

Management  

Working 

Group 

Connecting stakeholders from all 

user groups and regions to 

discuss the improvement of the 

fairway conditions, shore side 

and ports infrastructure along 

the Danube and its navigable 

tributaries.  

• Knowledge sharing 

for informed 

recommendations, 

tailored to the specific 

local needs. 

Romania 

“Dunarea de Jos” 

University of Galati 

Research Group  

Working 

Group 

Regarded as the most important 

institution of higher education in 

the South-East of Romania, the 

university has a faculty of naval 

architecture and a wide 

experience in training naval 

architects It conducts research in 

waterborne transport across the 

naval architecture, new 

materials, greenhouse gas 

emissions reduction.   

• Knowledge sharing 

for informed 

recommendations, 

tailored to the specific 

local needs.  

Romania 

Naval Academy “Mircea 

cel Batran” 

Working 

Group 

Research department dedicated 

to maritime technologies, 

carrying out relevant projects 

(e.g., SIMEN on innovative  

solution for monitoring and 

reducing emissions in maritime 

transport). 

• Alignment on funding 

topics.  

• Knowledge exchange.  

United 

Kingdom 

UKAN+ - UK Acoustic 

Network 
Network 

Funded by EPSRC, UKAN+ aims 

to  fund pilot projects between 

industry, government, and 

academia. Key research priorities 

include   

Manufacturing and Transport 

and Sustainability. Other 

activities include the 

organisation of webinars, 

workshops and best-practice 

sharing.  

• Knowledge sharing. 

• Joint Policy 

Recommendations. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls.  

•  

United 

Kingdom 
UK Marine Hydrogen & 

Future Fuels Working 

Group 

 

Working 

Group 

The WG brings together UK 

stakeholders and governmental 

and regulatory bodies to work 

on future of alternative fuels 

power sources for propulsion 

and within ports to accelerate 

emission reduction within the 

• Knowledge sharing. 

• Joint Policy Briefs on 

the regulatory 

processes.  
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maritime sector. Discussion 

topics include vessel design, 

power system design and 

engineering, regulation, 

operations and training and 

infrastructure. 

Sweden 

Lighthouse – Swedish 

Maritime Competence 

Centre 

 

Platform 

Fostering collaboration and 

knowledge exchange among 

industry, universities and public 

authorities, by supporting pilots 

on Smart Ports and fossil-free 

shipping and managing training 

programmes to build skills and 

networks.  

• Cross-dissemination.  

• Knowledge sharing.  

3.2 International projects, initiatives and networks  

This sub-paragraph section outlines the key projects - categorised by funding programme - 

initiatives, and networks that have been mapped. For each project, initiative or network, the 

thematic links with the MarLEN project explaining the reason why it should be considered 

relevant for the establishment of synergies, and the outlining of the joint actions foreseen have 

been described.  

3.2.1 Horizon Europe (HE)  

R&I projects funded under Horizon Europe Cluster 5 - Climate, Energy and Mobility showed a 

strong thematic alignment with MarLEN, particularly in the areas of zero-emission waterborne 

transport, port decarbonisation, clean fuels, and digital innovation. The assessment of 

potential synergies includes co-organisation of workshops and joint dissemination events, 

exchange of knowledge and technical expertise, policy recommendations, and coordinated 

stakeholder engagement. The table below provides a summary of the main projects identified 

and the potential areas of joint actions.  
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Table 4 - International projects, initiatives and networks: Horizon Europe 

Name of the project Topic Thematic links Potential synergies 

Fleetfor55 - State-of-the-

art sustainable energy 

efficiency technologies 

roadmap for waterborne 

transport towards the fit-

for-55 guidance 

compliance  

GA 101192661  

 

(January 2025 - June 2028) 

Development of Energy 

Efficiency Technologies 

(EETs) for waterborne 

transport.  

Focus on the decarbonisation 

of the waterborne transport 

through energy efficiency 

technologies.  

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Joint events.  

• Knowledge and data 

sharing.  

• Joint Policy Briefs.  

 

 

PERMAGOV - Periodic 

Reporting for period 1 

GA 101086297 

 

(January 2023 – December 

2026)  

Improvement of the 

performance and 

effectiveness of multi-

level governance in 

implementing EU marine 

environmental policies. 

Focusing on governance and 

policy implementation for 

supporting a sustainable 

maritime management. 

• Joint events.  

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Joint Policy Briefs. 

FOREMAST - Freight 

vOlumes transfer from 

Road to waterborne 

transport, using 

zeroEMission, 

Automated, Small, and 

flexible vessel (SFAZ) 

protoTypes  

GA 101138261 

(January 2024 -  

December 2026) 

Developing sustainable 

transport solutions in 

urban and coastal areas 

supporting the 

development of cleaner 

and more efficient 

logistics. 

Focus on the promotion of 

zero-emission and automated 

solutions for waterborne 

transport, offering innovative 

approaches to sustainable 

logistics in urban and coastal 

areas. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Joint events.  

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Joint Policy Briefs. 

BlueBARGE - Blue 

Bunkering of Anchored 

ships with Renewable 

Generated Electricity   

GA 101138694 

 

(January 2024 – December 

2026) 

Exploring shore power, 

zero-emission shipping, 

battery storage, 

hydrogen fuel, port 

electrification.  

Focus on the development of 

clean offshore power supply 

solutions for moored vessels, 

contributing to maritime 

decarbonisation.  

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Joint events.  

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Joint Policy Briefs. 

POTENT - Ports as Energy 

Transition Hubs  

GA 101169470 

(January 2025 – December 

2028) 

 

Exploring the strategic 

role of Europe’s ports in 

advancing greener 

practices, skills and 

quality jobs.  

Focus on the role of ports in 

the green transition and the 

skills needed for the 

decarbonisation of the sector. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Joint events.  

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Joint Policy Briefs.  
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CO2NSTRUCT - 

Modelling the role of 

circular economy 

construction value chains 

for a carbon-neutral 

Europe  

GA 101056862 

 

(June 2022 – May 2026)  

Application of the TIMES 

energy optimisation 

model to explore 

decarbonisation 

pathways and shift 

climate mitigation 

models from linear to 

circular, focusing on six 

carbon-intensive material 

value chains to inform 

best practices and policy 

support in the maritime 

and port sectors. 

.  

Focus on circular economy, 

energy system modelling and 

policies for the 

decarbonisation of the 

waterborne sector.  

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Joint events.  

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Joint Policy 

Recommendations.  

 

MERLIN - Demonstration 

of long-endurance 

intelligent multi-purpose 

autonomous vehicles for 

marine applications  

GA 101189796 

 

(November 2024 – October 

2028)  

Deploying of hydrogen-

powered unmanned 

surface and autonomous 

underwater vessels 

operating autonomously 

using AI algorithms. 

Developing solutions to 

advance sustainable, AI-

driven maritime operations 

and supporting innovation in 

port infrastructure monitoring 

and environmental data 

collection. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Joint events.  

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Joint Policy 

Recommendations.  

 

PATH2ZERO - 

Accelerating net-zero 

transformation by 

advancing Europe’s 

transport pathways and 

cross-sectoral synergies  

GA 101184132 

 

(January 2025 – December 

2027)  

Providing stakeholders 

with a comprehensive 

knowledge base of data, 

policies, methodologies 

and tools to develop, 

assess, evaluate and 

benchmark novel policy 

decisions for net-zero 

transport pathways. 

Supporting evidence-based 

decision-making for 

decarbonising transport, 

complementing MarLEN’s 

efforts to map and promote 

sustainable waterborne 

solutions. 

 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Joint events.  

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Joint Policy 

Recommendations.  

 

POSEIDON - Propulsion 

Of Ships with E-Methanol 

In favour of the 

Decarbonisation Of 

Naval transport  

GA 101117616 

 

(September 2023 – August 

2027)  

Demonstrating synthetic 

methanol as a low-

emission marine fuel for  

green shipping fuels.   

Focus on alternative fuels 

solutions.  

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Joint events.  

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 
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TRUSTEE - fuTure pRoof 

efficient and sUSTainable 

dEployment of zEwt GA 

101192328 

 

(January 2025 – February 

2028) 

Develops 2030–2050 

foresight scenarios, detail 

and validate the most 

promising ZEWT Use 

Cases, and a 

multidimensional 

assessment framework of 

ZEWT technologies.  

Providing evidence-based 

insights, tools, and 

stakeholder engagement 

strategies supporting the 

MarLEN’s goal to coordinate 

funding and accelerate zero-

emission solutions in Europe.  

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Joint events.  

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

Joint Policy Briefs.  

HARPOONERS - High 

voltAge, modulaR and 

low weight electric 

POwertrains fOr NExt 

generation waterborne 

tRanSport  

GA 101192699 

 

(February 2025 – January 

2028)  

Developing advanced 

modular battery systems 

for electrification of 

maritime and inland 

waterway vessels, to 

overcome current BESS 

limitations and enable full 

or hybrid electrification of 

vessels. 

Developing innovative 

battery technology that 

facilitates zero-emission 

vessel adoption.  

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

 

LOWNOISER - LOWering 

underwater NOISE 

Radiation from 

waterborne transport GA 

101192302 

 

(January 2025 – December 

2028) 

Large-scale 

demonstration of 

underwater noise 

reduction technologies in 

shipping to reduce 

underwater radiated 

noise, protecting marine 

biodiversity and 

informing future 

regulations. 

Addressing the 

environmental impact of 

maritime transport to inform 

regulations and future 

policies. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

Joint Policy Briefs. 

HYPOBATT Hyper 

powered vessel battery 

charging system  

GA 101056853 

 

(June 2022 – March 2026)  

Developing interoperable 

fast-charging systems for 

electric maritime vessels 

ensuring reduced port 

time and standardisation 

across EU ports. 

Focus on critical infrastructure 

for zero-emission vessels, 

offering scalable and 

standardised charging 

solutions that facilitate the 

widespread adoption of 

electric maritime transport. 

 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

 

BALTIC-FIT Twinning to 

enable Baltic Sea vessels 

to meet Fit-for-55 

regulations 

GA 101159424 

 

(September 2024 – August 

2027)  

Building a network of 

excellence to enable the 

Baltic Sea maritime 

transport to comply with 

EU “Fit for 55” 

decarbonisation 

regulations. The project 

will deliver innovation 

Policy-oriented approach to 

the decarbonisation of 

waterborne transport through 

operational improvements, 

digitalisation, alternative 

fuels, and green corridor 

strategies.  

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Joint events. 

• Joint Policy Briefs. 
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 workshops, summer 

schools, staff exchanges, 

research outputs, and 

policy recommendation. 

3.2.2 Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 

The Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) is the EU’s key funding instrument for infrastructure 

investment across transport, energy, and digital sectors. Projects funded under the CEF 

Transport framework are particularly relevant to MarLEN scope, funding the development of a 

high-performing, sustainable, and interconnected trans-European transport network (TEN-T), 

with a growing emphasis on greening the transport sector and enhancing multimodal and 

low-emission mobility solutions. Potential synergies with MarLEN include the co-development 

of policy briefs and investment roadmaps, joint workshops on port decarbonisation and 

alternative fuels, alignment of infrastructure-related priorities, and dissemination of best 

practices to encourage uptake across EU Member States. 

 

Table 5 - International projects, initiatives and networks: Connecting Europe Facility 

Name of the project Topic Thematic links Potential synergies 

SEMAS-EMSWe - Smart 

European Maritime Space 

through the European 

Maritime Single Window 

environment  

GA 101175575 

 

(February 2024 – September 

2026) 

Digitalisation and 

harmonisation of maritime 

reporting through the 

implementation of the 

European Maritime Single 

Window environment 

across key EU Member 

States. 

Focus on digital 

interoperability and 

reduction of 

administrative burdens 

in maritime transport to 

enable decarbonisation 

and green innovation. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Joint Policy Briefs. 

  

BilbOPS - Bilbao Port Net-

Zero Green Onshore Power 

System for Comprehensive 

Support & Core TEN-T Cold 

Ironing Capabilities 

Expansion in the Atlantic 

Corridor GA 101079550 

 

(February 2022 – January 2026) 

Deploying scalable 

Onshore Power Supply 

(OPS) infrastructure and 

Net-Zero energy services 

at the Port of Bilbao to 

decarbonise port 

operations and support 

green maritime transport. 

Focus on port 

decarbonisation along 

the TEN-T Atlantic 

corridor, contributing to 

EU climate goals and 

sustainable maritime 

infrastructure 

development. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Joint Policy Briefs. 

 

TranshipmentPoint-SE - 

Strategic Development of 

Transhipment Point in the 

Construction of a 

multimodal transhipment 

point in the Port of 

Improvement of green 

logistics infrastructure 

and multimodal 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 
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Port of Halmstad in Sweden  

GA 101176072 

 

(February 2024 – March 2026)  

Halmstad to enhance 

sustainable freight 

transport and 

interconnectivity across 

maritime, rail, and road 

networks on the TEN-T 

corridor. 

connectivity, aligned 

with EU Green Deal and 

TEN-T goals for 

sustainable transport. 

• Joint Policy Briefs. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

 

TWIN-PORT VI  

CEF-T-2023-SUSTMOBGEN-

MOS-WORKS 

 

(February 2024 – December 

2027)  

Deployment of onshore 

power systems and 

sustainable infrastructure 

to reduce emissions and 

improve connectivity 

between the Ports of 

Helsinki and Tallinn along 

the North Sea–Baltic 

Corridor. 

Advancing cross-border 

port decarbonisation 

and enhance seamless, 

low-emission maritime 

transport on the TEN-T 

core network. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls.  

PRISMA - Port Real-time 

Information Smart 

Management  

23-ES-TG-PRISMA  

 

 

(January 2024 – December 

2027)  

 

Developing real-time 

intelligent management 

platform to transform the 

Port of Seville into a smart, 

connected, and efficient 

hub through digitalisation, 

data integration, and 

stakeholder coordination. 

Focus on advancing 

smart port technologies 

and real-time data 

management to enhance 

sustainability, 

operational efficiency, 

and multimodal logistics 

in EU ports. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

 

3.2.3 INTERREG 

Interreg is the EU’s flagship programme promoting cross-border cooperation to enhance 

social, economic, and territorial cohesion. In the particular, the pre-identified project are 

exploring green ports, multimodal connectivity and solutions for sustainable waterborne 

transport. A significant share of the Interreg projects mapped as relevant to MarLEN fall under 

the Interreg Italy–Croatia Programme, providing practical models for implementing low-

emission port solutions improving multimodal accessibility, and fostering institutional 

cooperation, directly contributing to MarLEN’s mission of enhancing the sustainability and 

coordination of waterborne transport across Europe. 
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Name of the project Topic Thematic links Potential synergies 

SMARTDEC - Smart clusters 

for maritime 

decarbonisation (Interreg 

Atlantic Area) 

GA 101138411 

 

(January 2024 – December 

2026)   

Creating an Atlantic 

network to support the 

decarbonisation of 

maritime transport through 

innovation hubs, 

stakeholder collaboration, 

and adoption of clean 

technologies. 

Promotion of 

transnational 

cooperation and 

harmonised strategies 

for maritime 

decarbonisation along 

the Atlantic seaboard.  

 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Synergies with network.  

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

DIH InnovaMare - Cross-

border digital innovation 

Hub for innovative marine 

technology (Interreg Italy – 

Croatia) - ITHR0200416 

 

(February 2024 – July 2026)  

Fostering cross-border 

innovation and technology 

transfer in marine 

technologies to support a 

sustainable blue economy 

in the Adriatic Sea through 

a Digital Innovation Hub. 

Focus on the green 

transition through 

regional cooperation for 

sustainable maritime 

solutions. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Alignment on funding 

topics.  

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

TransH2 – transition to 

Hydrogen fuelled cross-

border sea mobility (Interreg 

Italy – Croatia) - ITHR0200413 

 

(February 2024 – July 2026) 

Implementing green 

hydrogen-powered 

maritime mobility solutions 

to decarbonise cross-

border sea transport 

between Italy and Croatia. 

Focus on zero-emission 

fuels and infrastructure 

along TEN-T corridors.  

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

 

DIGITPORTS - DIGITal Twins 

applications for safer and 

greener Adriatic PORTS 

operations (Interreg Italy – 

Croatia)  

12436 

 

(April 2024 – September 2026)  

 

Digital transformation of 

Adriatic ports through the 

adoption of Digital Twin 

technologies to improve 

operational efficiency, 

planning, and 

decarbonisation. 

Focus on smart port 

solutions and 

digitalisation as key 

drivers for reducing 

emissions and enhancing 

cross-border port 

management. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

Sustainable Flow (Interreg 

Central Baltic Programme)  

CB0100021 

 

(May 2023 – May 2026) 

Promotion of nergy-

efficient and low-emission 

shipping by developing a 

clean-fuel corridor between 

Finnish and Swedish ports, 

focusing on vessel retrofits, 

shoreside infrastructure, 

and policy alignment. 

Piloting green maritime 

mobility across European 

TEN‑T corridors, 

demonstrating clean fuel 

use and port 

infrastructure upgrades 

in a transnational setting. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

REFOCUS – Regional and 

Local Mobility Planning 

Focusing on Inclusive 

Decision Support Tools 

Enhancing regional and 

local capacities in inclusive, 

data-driven decision-

making for zero-carbon 

Focus on data-driven 

governance for 

sustainable mobility to 

be adapted to maritime 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Capacity Building.  
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Name of the project Topic Thematic links Potential synergies 

(Interreg Europe)  02C0370 

  

(April 2024 – June 2028) 

sustainable mobility 

planning through the use 

of innovative Decision 

Support Tools.  

and port-related 

contexts. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

 

3.2.4 European Maritime Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund (EMFAF)  

The European Maritime Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund (EMFAS) is the EU's key financial 

instrument promoting sustainable fisheries and aquaculture and fostering innovation and 

digitalisation across the maritime sector. The projects presented in the table below are closely 

aligned with the MarLEN scope, particularly in the areas of sustainable maritime transport, port 

innovation, marine environmental protection, and the decarbonisation of fleets. 

 

Table 7 - International projects, initiatives and networks: European Maritime Fisheries and Aquaculture 

Fund 

Name of the project Topic Thematic links Potential synergies 

BLUE PORTS – Blue 

careers in net zero 

energy ports  

GA 101124958 

 

(November 2023 – 

October 2025)  

Green skills development for 

port professionals and 

graduates for zero-emission 

and sustainable ports through 

training and certification in 

zero-emission operations.  

Focus on skills needed to 

implement and maintain 

low-emission 

technologies and 

sustainable practices. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Capacity Building.  

  

CALLMEBLUE - Cluster 

ALLiance MEd BLUE  GA 

101124967 

 

(October 2023 – 

September 2025)  

Strengthening maritime cluster 

cooperation for blue economy 

in the Mediterranean through 

interregional cooperation and 

knowledge transfer.  

 

Promoting maritime 

cluster networks to 

support the uptake and 

scaling of ZEWT 

technologies and port 

innovations in the 

Mediterranean region. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Clustering activities.  

 

GreenMED - Green 

Shipping Pathways 

Towards a Clean Energy 

Transition in the 

Mediterranean  

GA 101124925  

 

(October 2023 – 

September 2025)  

Decarbonisation pathways and 

green shipping strategies in the 

Mediterranean through the 

assessment of ship energy 

demand, fuel supply chains, and 

green technologies. It also 

develops a stakeholder 

observatory.  

Creation of policy and 

investment 

recommendations 

through a dedicated 

Mediterranean 

decarbonisation hub.  

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Stakeholders 

consultations. 
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BOUTCAR - Blue jobs 

through blue careers  

GA 101124841 

 

(September 2023 – 

August 2026)  

Developing skills and training 

pathways for sustainable jobs in 

the Blue Economy, with a focus 

on youth, fishermen, and 

offshore wind contexts. 

Activities dedicated to 

the development of EU 

Collaboration Network 

for the transfer of 

knowledge.  

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Joint events.  

• Joint Policy Briefs.  

• Stakeholders 

consultations. 

 

GREEN MARINE MED - 

MediterraneAn GReen 

ShIpping NEtwork: 

Linking Ports, 

Industries, Investment 

and Innovation for 

Monitoring and 

Technology Foresight on 

Green Shipping in the 

Mediterranean   

GA 101124818 

 

(October 2023 – 

September 2025)  

Supporting and accelerating  

green shipping innovation in 

the Mediterranean through 

stakeholder engagement, 

startup support, and 

sustainable finance initiatives. 

Focus on innovation and 

regional collaboration in 

low-emission maritime 

transport, especially 

through monitoring, 

foresight, and startup 

support. 

•  Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Joint events.  

• Joint Policy Briefs.  

• Stakeholders 

consultations. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls.  

•  

Blue Bio Techpreneurs - 

Unlocking Transversal 

and Entrepreneurial 

Skills for the Blue 

Bioeconomy  

GA 101124697 

 

(September 2023 – 

February 2026)  

 

Skills development and talent 

matchmaking in the blue 

biotechnology sector through 

training, hackathons, and 

industry-academia 

collaboration. 

Focus on skills gaps and 

fostering innovation in 

sustainable maritime 

sectors, including blue 

biotech as a key 

component of the green 

transition. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Joint events.  

• Joint Policy Briefs.  

• Stakeholders 

consultations. 

WIN-BIG – Women in 

blue economy 

intelligence gathering 

and capacity boosting 

GA 101111985 

 

(May 2023 – April 2026)  

 

Fostering gender equality and 

empowerment of women in 

emerging blue economy 

sectors through data collection, 

skills development, and tailored 

support initiatives. 

Focus on inclusive 

transition by promoting 

gender-balanced 

participation in maritime 

innovation and 

workforce development 

across European sea 

basins. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Joint events.  

• Integration of a 

gender-perspective in 

the MarLEN Policy 

Briefs.  

MEDSEAPLAN - Data 

and Scenarios for a 

Sustainable 

Developing data-driven tools 

and stakeholder-inclusive 

approaches to strengthen 

Focus on regional 

planning capacity, cross-

border cooperation, and 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 
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Name of the project Topic Thematic links Potential synergies 

Mediterranean Blue 

Economy  

GA 101124818 

 

(May 2024 – April 2027) 

Maritime Spatial Planning 

(MSP) and support a 

Sustainable Blue Economy in 

the Mediterranean. 

evidence-based 

decision-making for 

sustainable maritime 

activities. 

• Joint events. 

• Integration of a MSP 

foresight in the MarLEN 

Policy Briefs.  

 

3.2.5 Programme for the Environment and Climate Action (LIFE) 

The LIFE Programme is the EU’s funding instrument supporting the implementation of EU 

environmental and climate policies and legislation. In particular, the projects co-funded under 

the Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation and Clean Energy Transition strands are relevant 

to MarLEN. In the context of waterborne transport, several LIFE projects address issues such 

as sustainable port operations, electrification of vessels, deployment of alternative fuels, and 

nature-based solutions for coastal infrastructure, in line with MarLEN objectives.  

 

Table 8 - International projects, initiatives and networks: Programme for the Environment and Climate 

Action 

Name of the project Topic Thematic links Potential synergies 

LIFE4MECA - Supporting 

Maritime Emission 

Control Areas GA 

101148508 

 

(March 2024 – February 

2027)  

Implementing Emission Control 

Areas (ECAs) in the 

Mediterranean and Atlantic 

areas to reduce shipping 

emissions through technical 

assistance, governance, and 

financing strategies. 

Focus on decarbonising 

the maritime transport in 

under-resourced 

Mediterranean and 

Atlantic regions. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge and data 

sharing. 

• Leveraging on the 

MECA Knowledge 

Centre to enhance 

regional alignment on 

maritime emission 

reduction strategies. 

LIFE4DEGAS - Support 

for degassing of 

NMVOCs in EU inland 

waterway and maritime 

transport   

GA 101216271  

 

(April 2025 – September 

2027)  

Assessment and reduction of 

Non-Methane Volatile Organic 

Compounds (NMVOCs) 

emissions from degassing in 

inland waterway and maritime 

transport, through legislative, 

technical, and financial 

measures. 

Focus on solutions to 

address air pollution 

from maritime transport, 

promoting regulatory 

alignment and clean 

shipping practices across 

Europe. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge sharing on 

governance models to 

support low-emission 

maritime transport. 

• Policy coordination.  
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3.2.6 Innovation Fund (IF) 

The Innovation Fund is one of the world’s largest funding programmes for the 

demonstration of innovative low-carbon technologies, financed through revenues from the 

EU Emissions Trading System. In the context of MarLEN, the Innovation Fund is highly 

relevant as it supports large-scale demonstration projects testing and scaling clean fuel 

solutions, shore-side electrification, and alternative propulsion systems as enablers of the 

decarbonisation of the waterborne sector.  

 

Table 9 – International projects, initiatives and networks: Innovation Fund 

Name of the project Topic Thematic links Potential synergies 

EO2: Energy Observer 2 - 

The world's lowest 

carbon cargo ship in the 

world  

GA 101191276 

 

(April 2025 – August 2026) 

Building the Energy Observer 2 

(EO2), which is a 160-meter, 

zero-emission cargo ship 

powered by liquid hydrogen 

fuel cells, aiming to 

revolutionise maritime 

transport by 2029.  

Developing solutions for 

the maritime 

decarbonisation and 

innovation in clean fuel 

technologies. 

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge sharing. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls.  

INDIGO - Pioneering 

Passenger Ship 

Decarbonisation 

Platform: Retrofitting for 

Enhanced Operational 

Efficiency and Emissions 

Reductions  

GA 101191181 

 

(May 2024 – November 

2025)  

Retrofitting passenger ships 

with advanced energy 

efficiency technologies and 

digital tools to reduce 

emissions and enhance 

operational performance. 

Demonstrating EET in 

the waterborne sector to 

support the 

decarbonisation.  

• Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge sharing. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

Swap2Zero   

GA 101191050 

 

(April 2025 – September 

2026)  

Developing a zero-emission 

ocean cruise ship utilising 

wind, solar, and hydrogen fuel 

cells. 

Focus on integrating 

multiple renewable 

energy sources in 

maritime transport. 

•  Cross-dissemination. 

• Knowledge sharing. 

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls. 

 

3.2.7 GREENET - Network of National Contact Points for Cluster 5 "Climate, 

Energy and Mobility" (Horizon Europe) 

GREENET, the international network of National Contact Points (NCPs) for Cluster 5 Climate, 

Energy and Mobility under Horizon Europe, aims to strengthen the capacity of NCPs across 

Europe and Associated Countries by providing high-quality support services for applicants and 
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stakeholders dealing with R&I projects for the green and digital transitions. GREENET 

promotes transnational cooperation, knowledge sharing, and stakeholder engagement to 

maximise the impact of Horizon Europe funding in addressing climate challenges, advancing 

energy innovation, and transforming mobility systems. 

In the context of MarLEN, GREENET represents a valuable platform to connect with national 

and European-level experts, increase awareness of funding opportunities, and promote 

synergies among key actors in the waterborne and maritime sustainable transport ecosystem. 

The network's broad thematic coverage and strategic focus on decarbonisation and innovation 

in the mobility sector align closely with MarLEN’s mission. 

In the perspective of potential synergies to be implemented, MarLEN aims to co-organise two  

networking events – including brokerage, pitching and matchmaking sessions – with GRENEET, 

with the objectives to engage with key stakeholders in the waterborne sector to explore 

existing challenges and opportunities, as well as sharing the results of the work carried out 

and summarised in D2.1 “Waterborne Database”. Additional joint activities to be realised 

include the knowledge sharing and the cross-dissemination of MarLEN activities and results, 

to promote MarLEN calls maximising dissemination among potential applicants, and 

facilitating links with HE Consortia working on relevant technologies and policy frameworks. 

3.2.8 Zero Emission Waterborne Transport (ZEWT) Partnership 

ZEWT (Zero Emission Waterborne Transport) Partnership is a key European initiative under 

Horizon Europe that supports the transition towards climate-neutral and zero-emission 

waterborne transport. It fosters research and innovation actions aimed at eliminating 

greenhouse gas and pollutant emissions from the maritime and inland navigation sectors, 

contributing to the objectives of the European Green Deal and the Sustainable and Smart 

Mobility Strategy. Within the framework of MarLEN, ZEWT offers a strategic opportunity to 

build capacity and foster knowledge exchange on cutting-edge solutions for decarbonising 

the maritime sector. The synergy with ZEWT will include the organisation of six mutual-learning 

workshops aiming at supporting the implementation of the Partnership’s initiatives through 

the co-creation of knowledge to inform the first MarLEN first policy brief and contributing to 

the shaping of evidence-based recommendations for ZEWT on the adoption of zero emission 

solutions in the waterborne sector, fostering alignment with EU climate and innovation 

policies. Furthermore, the planning of networking events will facilitate the engagement of 

common stakeholders and the promotion of cross-project collaboration to accelerate the 

deployment of sustainable maritime technologies across Europe. 
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3.2.9 Blue Economy Clusters 

The Blue Economy Clusters play a pivotal role in fostering innovation, collaboration, and 

sustainable growth within Europe’s maritime and coastal sectors, bringing together industry 

representatives, research institutions, and public authorities to drive the development of blue 

technologies and sustainable ocean-based activities, in line with EU priorities on climate 

resilience and circular economy. In the context of MarLEN, strategic engagement with Blue 

Economy Cluster organisations will significantly enhance the project's visibility and outreach. 

A key engagement channel will be the Blue Tech Cluster Alliance, leveraging on the role of 

MSE International as a founding member that provides a structured platform for collaboration 

and knowledge sharing across European maritime clusters. 

MarLEN will benefit from the dissemination of project news, calls, and results via cluster 

newsletters and platforms, including the European Cluster Collaboration Platform (ECCP). 

Furthermore, many cluster organisations, such as the French Pôles Mer, are directly involved 

in shaping national innovation agendas and facilitating access to funding and their 

collaboration will offer to MarLEN additional pathways to align with regional priorities and 

support proposal development. To foster direct dialogue and strengthen synergies, MarLEN 

will promote the co-organisation of two brokerage and networking events , providing an 

opportunity to present MarLEN’s goals and activities, engage stakeholders in mutual learning, 

and explore future cooperation on sustainable maritime transport initiatives. 

3.2.10 The World Association for Waterborne Transport Infrastructure (PIANC) 

The World Association for Waterborne Transport Infrastructure (PIANC) is the leading 

international organisation providing expert guidance and technical recommendations for the 

sustainable design, development, and operation of waterborne transport infrastructure. 

Founded in 1885, PIANC brings together governments, public authorities, research institutions, 

port operators, and engineering experts to address challenges in ports, waterways, coastal 

areas, and inland navigation. Key activities include the publication of best practices and reports 

that support innovation and resilience in infrastructure planning and management.  

In the context of MarLEN, PIANC represents a highly valuable partner, particularly in the fields 

of climate adaptation, port resilience, and low-carbon infrastructure development. Through its 

technical working groups and task forces (e.g., WGs on climate change adaptation, 

decarbonisation of ports, and smart infrastructure), PIANC offers insights and data that directly 

align with MarLEN’s objectives in promoting sustainable and efficient waterborne transport 

systems across Europe. 

Potential synergies could include joint communication and dissemination efforts, collaboration 

in stakeholder engagement, participation in technical committees, joint events and workshop, 
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exchange of knowledge, data and methodologies on port decarbonisation and digitalisation 

and joint development of policy briefs.  

3.2.11 EU4OCEAN Platform 

The EU4Ocean Platform is a key initiative of the European Commission, designed to promote 

ocean literacy and foster stronger connections between ocean-related stakeholders, including 

civil society, researchers, educators, youth, businesses, and policymakers. As part of the 

broader EU4Ocean Coalition, the Platform acts as a collaborative hub to raise awareness, share 

knowledge, and drive actions that support a more sustainable relationship with the ocean. It 

contributes to the EU’s objectives under the European Green Deal, the Mission “Restore our 

Ocean and Waters”, and the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development. 

In the context of MarLEN, the EU4Ocean Platform offers a strategic opportunity to engage 

with a wide network of actors promoting sustainable maritime and coastal practices. It 

supports outreach and education efforts linked to decarbonisation, green ports, and clean 

shipping, and fosters inclusive dialogue between local communities and maritime 

professionals. The platform’s emphasis on co-creation and knowledge dissemination aligns 

well with MarLEN’s ambitions to raise awareness and build stakeholder ownership for low-

emission maritime transport solutions. 

Potential synergies could include joint organization of events and workshop, the co-design of 

communication campaigns and educational materials on green waterborne mobility, thematic 

working groups on ocean-friendly infrastructure, and the promotion of MarLEN calls and 

outcomes within EU4Ocean’s community. Collaboration with the Platform can significantly 

strengthen MarLEN’s societal impact and contribute to building a culture of environmental 

responsibility in the maritime transport sector. 

3.2.12 International Maritime Organisation (IMO) 

The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) is the United Nations' specialised agency 

responsible for regulating international shipping. Its mandate covers the safety, security, and 

environmental performance of global maritime transport. Through legally binding conventions 

such as SOLAS (Safety of Life at Sea), MARPOL (prevention of marine pollution), and the STCW 

(training and certification of seafarers), the IMO plays a central role in shaping the regulatory 

framework that governs the maritime sector worldwide. 

In the context of MarLEN, the IMO represents a key institutional stakeholder whose regulations 

directly impact the design and implementation of sustainable maritime transport solutions. 

The IMO’s recent efforts to accelerate decarbonisation through measures like the Carbon 

Intensity Indicator (CII), Energy Efficiency Existing Ship Index (EEXI), and targets for net-zero 



 

 

 

D5.3 – Synergies with other initiatives Roadmap 

www.marlen.eu – Grant Agreement ID: 101192539  39  

 

emissions by 2050 are fully aligned with MarLEN’s ambition to support the development and 

implementation of new technologies for waterborne transport as well as to promote green 

and innovative shipping corridors across Europe. 

Potential synergies include promoting alignment between EU and IMO regulatory frameworks, 

contributing to consultations and working groups on maritime decarbonisation, facilitating 

knowledge transfer from international best practices into regional action plans, and enhancing 

MarLEN’s policy recommendations with a global perspective. Collaboration with IMO bodies 

can also support MarLEN in engaging stakeholders, disseminating its calls and project results 

beyond Europe and strengthening the project's strategic relevance at international level. 

3.2.13 Maritime Decarbonisation Programme of the European Space Agency 

(ESA) 

The Maritime Decarbonisation Programme of the European Space Agency periodically 

launches call for proposals, which are issued under the ARTE BASS (Business Applications and 

Space Solutions) programme line, aiming at supporting the development of sustainable space-

based services and applications that address challenges related to the decarbonisation of the 

maritime industry. Additionally, the calls seek to assist the maritime sector in adapting to and 

complying with new European and international regulatory frameworks, as well as reaching 

the net-zero targets. The calls are organised into four sub-themes, namely: (i) Decarbonisation 

through Digitalisation and Logistics Optimisation; (ii) Decarbonisation through Maritime 

Autonomy; (iii) Ports Decarbonisation; (iv) Green Fuels.  

The topics are thematically relevant for the scope of MarLEN, offering a platform for joint 

activities such as knowledge sharing, synergies amongst funded projects and alignment on 

funding topics.  

3.2.14 International Petroleum Industry Environmental Conservation 

Association (IPIECA) 

Established in London in partnership with the United Nations, IPIECA - the global oil and gas 

industry association - provides a platform for international energy companies and industries 

to collaborate on sustainability issues related to climate change, environmental protection, 

biodiversity, and social responsibility to reach the global sustainability goals.  

IPIECA collaborates closely with the International Maritime Organization (IMO) on low-carbon 

fuels, emission reduction strategies, and life-cycle analysis methodologies relevant to the 

maritime sector. Potential synergies with MarLEN include the promotion of the MarLEN open 

calls, knowledge sharing on low-emission fuel deployment and port sustainability practices, 

cross-dissemination activities, the organisation of joint events and workshops, and alignment 

of MarLEN policy inputs with global frameworks promoted by IPIECA. Cooperation with IPIECA 
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can also support the integration of private sector perspectives and international standards into 

MarLEN’s strategic outputs, reinforcing its global relevance and credibility. 

3.2.15 EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) 

The EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) is the first macro-regional strategy of the 

European Union, established to reinforce cooperation among EU countries surrounding the 

Baltic Sea. It promotes coordinated responses to shared regional challenges across thematic 

areas, fostering sustainable development and environmental protection. 

Within this framework, the Policy Area Ship (PA Ship) is thematically aligned with MarLEN, 

aiming at reducing the environmental footprint of shipping, while fostering innovation in the 

maritime sector by promoting joint actions, stakeholder’s dialogues, pilot projects, and 

knowledge exchange. In the context of MarLEN, PA Ship represents a highly relevant 

cooperation platform due to its focus on the decarbonisation of the waterborne sector and 

the orientation towards stakeholder’s engagement activities and events. Potential synergies 

include the participation to PA Ship’s flagship events and EU-level maritime policy dialogues.  

 

3.2.16 WestMED Initiative 

The WestMED Initiative is an EU-supported regional cooperation platform launched in 2017 

under the 5+5 Dialogue, uniting five EU countries (France, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Malta) and 

five Mediterranean partner countries (Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Tunisia). It aims to 

boost a sustainable blue economy in the Western Mediterranean by enhancing maritime 

safety, security, job creation, and ecosystem protection. The WestMED initiative aligns with 

MarLEN’s corridor-based approach to sustainable waterborne transport. Potential synergies 

include joint capacity building events, knowledge and best practices exchange across EU and 

Southern countries, as well as the establishment of an ongoing dialogue with the WestMED 

technical groups to inform the policy briefs developed by MarLEN.  

 

3.2.17 European Cooperation in Science and Technology (COST)  

COST is an EU-funded programme supporting the creation of interdisciplinary R&I networks, 

known as COST Actions, aiming at facilitating collaboration between researchers and 

practitioners across Europe and beyond, enabling the exchange of knowledge, tools, and best 

practices. One particularly relevant Action for MarLEN is DeWaTra - Decarbonising Waterborne 

Transportation (CA23159), which explores technological and operational strategies (e.g., 

energy-saving devices, alternative fuels) to promote green shipping and addresses the effects 

of the shipping industry to global warming. Furthermore, the project fosters the creation of an 

international expert network for maritime decarbonisation which, in the context of MarLEN, 

https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA23159/
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offers valuable opportunities for scientific collaboration, knowledge exchange, and 

stakeholder engagement. Furthermore, the Action’s Working Groups - dedicated to 

innovation, policy, technical solutions, and training - represent a ground for cross-project 

learning, particularly in the areas of fuel transition pathways and digitalisation of shipping.  

3.2.18 International Windship Association (IWSA) 

The International Windship Association (IWSA) is a no-profit organisation promoting the 

adoption and development of wind propulsion technologies in commercial shipping. Bringing 

together a broad network of shipowners, equipment manufacturers, academics, and policy 

experts, IWSA acts as a global platform for knowledge exchange, market development, and 

regulatory engagement. Furthermore, it contributes to international policy processes and EU-

level consultations through regulatory and technical dialogues. In the context of MarLEN, IWSA 

provides a bridge between technological innovation and policy implementation in the field of 

zero-emission shipping, offering opportunities for the joint draft of policy briefs and their 

presentation in relevant policy dialogues.  

3.2.19 Nordic Roadmap 

The Nordic Roadmap for Zero-Carbon Marine Fuels is a strategic initiative funded by the 

Nordic Council of Ministers through Nordic Energy Research, connecting key public 

authorities, research institutions, and private stakeholders across the Nordic countries to 

design and implement a coordinated transition towards sustainable, zero-emission fuels in the 

maritime sector. The initiative outlines 20 priority actions focused on scaling up green fuels by 

addressing regulatory, technological, and financial barriers, being in line with the scope of 

MarLEN.  Furthermore, the initiative has a strong focus on policy recommendations, and 

knowledge transfer, facilitating the implementation of potential synergies which include the 

co-organisation of events to disseminate lessons learned and best practices between Nordic 

and EU stakeholders engaged in maritime decarbonisation, joint policy briefs, and the 

participation in policy dialogue platforms.  

3.2.20 Council of the Baltic Sea States Expert Group on Sustainable Maritime 

Economy (EGSME) 

The Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS) Expert Group on Sustainable Maritime Economy 

(EGSME) is an intergovernmental forum composed of national experts from Baltic Sea 

countries and the European Commission. Its priorities encompass clean shipping, sustainable 

port development, green shipping corridors, digitalisation, small and medium-sized ports, and 

blue tourism. Under the Estonian CBSS Presidency (2024–2025), EGSME is leading efforts on 

green shipping corridors and the Digital Twin of the Baltic Sea, aiming to coordinate map-
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based corridor development and real-time maritime data sharing. In the context of MarLEN, 

EGSME serves as a strategic gateway to Baltic-region stakeholders and shared corridor 

initiatives. Its thematic focus on decarbonisation, digital transformation, and corridor 

governance mirrors MarLEN’s core objectives in sustainable maritime transport. Potential 

synergies include joint stakeholder engagement and communication and dissemination 

activities, co-organisation of events, participation at EGSME seminars and CBSS events to 

disseminate MarLEN’s model and align policy actions across Baltic and EU networks, joint 

development of policy briefs.  

3.3 Relevant events  

The multi-level mapping included the preliminary identification of events and conferences in 

the field of the waterborne sector, held both at the national and international level. The 

following paragraphs summarise the results of this mapping, highlighting the name and the 

occurrence of the pre-identified events, as well as the potential synergies and joint activities 

that have been assessed. 

3.3.1 National and local events 

As part of the mapping exercise, a total of 16 events implemented at national and local level 

have been identified, as shown in the Table 10 below.  

Table 10 - National and local events 

Country Title Brief description Joint activities Occurrence 

Belgium and 

United 

Kingdom 

UK-Belgium 

Maritime 

Innovation Day 

2025 

Co-organised by the British 

Embassy, the Port of Antwerp-

Bruges and Blue Cluster, the event 

brings together Belgian and British 

companies to showcase cutting-

edge technologies and solutions 

aimed at achieving maritime 

resilience. It offers the opportunity 

to network and exchange ideas 

with industry leaders.  

• Networking 

• Pitching 

opportunities  

• Promotional 

activities.  

Annual 

Germany 

Maritime 

Technologies Status 

(Maritime 

Statustagung) 

Organised by the German Federal 

Ministry for Economic Affairs and 

Climate Action, the conference 

showcase maritime innovations 

and megatrends, while discussing 

industry topics an projects, 

attracting 300+ stakeholders from 

• Networking  

• Stand and speaking 

opportunities to 

present MarLEN 

activities. 

Annual 
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Country Title Brief description Joint activities Occurrence 

industry, research, associations, 

and politics.  

Germany 

National Maritime 

Conference 

(Maritime 

Konferenz) 

Organised under the patronage of 

the Federal Chancellor, the 

conference is the German Federal 

Government's central event to 

support the maritime industry, 

gathering 800+  stakeholders from 

the maritime sector.  

• Networking  

• Stand and speaking 

opportunities to 

present MarLEN 

activities.  

Bi-annual 

Italy 

Genoa Shipping 

Week 

&  

Naples Shipping 

Week 

The two events connects national 

port, maritime and logistics 

operators to discuss and sharing 

knowledge through informative 

events, workshops and seminars, 

open days of historic ports, 

institutional moments, and 

sporting events to foster 

networking.  

• Networking  

• Knowledge sharing 

to inform MarLEN 

Policy Briefs.  

• Promotional 

activities. 

Bi-annual 

Italy 

LetExpo - Logistics 

Eco Transport Trade 

Show 

Industry-led fair promoting new 

collaborations in the sustainable 

logistics, transport, and integrated 

services, with a focus on the 

environmental sustainability. It 

organises seminars, hands-on 

workshops, B2B meetings, and 

demonstrations, attracting ports, 

logistics hubs, innovative 

companies in new fuels, and 

institutional representatives. 

• Networking  

• Stand and speaking 

opportunities to 

present MarLEN 

activities 

Annual 

Norway 

Nor-Shipping 

Nor-Shipping has been since 1965 

an activity-filled arena attracting 

key maritime industry players from 

across the world. The presence of 

leading heads from the entire 

maritime value chain and press, 

makes Nor-Shipping one of the 

world’s most recognised meeting 

places for strategic deal making 

and networking. 

• Networking  

• Stand and speaking 

opportunities to 

present MarLEN 

activities 

Bi-annual 

Norway The Shipyard 

Conference 

(Vertfskonferansen) 

The Shipyard Conference is  an 

important arena for networking 

and Meetings for the maritime 

• Networking  

• Stand and speaking 

opportunities to 

Annual 
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Country Title Brief description Joint activities Occurrence 

industry, bringing together over 

400 industry participants from 

across the entire maritime cluster. 

The conference is held annually in 

Ålesund and is organized by Norsk 

Industri (The Federation of 

Norwegian Industries). 

present MarLEN 

activities 

 

Norway 

Bergen 

International 

Shipping 

Conference 

The International Shipping 

Conference in Bergen is an 

important meeting place for 

shipping-related businesses, 

decision makers in the blue 

economy and academia.  

• Networking  

• Stand and speaking 

opportunities to 

present MarLEN 

activities 

Annual 

Norway 

The Haugesund 

Conference 

Bringing together a wide range of 

stakeholders from the maritime 

sector. Companies, research and 

development institutions, 

students, shipping companies, 

ports, service providers, and public 

agencies meet with political 

decision-makers. The conference 

aims to help secure Norway’s 

position in maritime transport at a 

time when sustainable solutions 

and digitalization are key drivers. 

• Networking  

• Stand and speaking 

opportunities to 

present MarLEN 

activities 

 

Annual 

Norway 

Chasing Zero 

The Conference brings together 

the maritime industry to present 

and debate on the industry’s 

current and important issues, while 

exploring future solutions for 

cleaner maritime activities.  

• Networking.  

• Dissemination of the 

MarLEN Open Calls 

for transnational 

projects. 

Annual 

Portugal 

Mediterranean 

Ports and Logistics 

Event providing insights into the 

advanced infrastructure and 

operations driving efficiency and 

growth in the Portuguese maritime 

sector, with 50 exhibition stands 

available to showcase innovative 

products and services and 400+ 

participants. 

• Networking  

• Stand and speaking 

opportunities to 

present MarLEN 

activities 

Annual 

Portugal 

Portugal Shipping 

Week 

The conference focuses on the 

decarbonisation of shipping and 

ports, and how national 

governments, ports, terminals and 

• Networking  Annual 
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the shipping community are 

preparing for the challenge 

through the organisation of 

workshops, tours and networking 

activities.  

Portugal 

Madeira Maritime 

Week 

Organised by the Presidency of the 

Regional Government of 

Madeira and the European 

International Shipowners' 

Association of Portugal, the 

conference organises receptions, 

conferences, and numerous 

opportunities for networking, 

collaborative activities, and 

knowledge exchange.  

• Networking 

• Knowledge 

exchange 

Bi-annual 

Romania 

Maritime Business 

Week 

Largest event dedicated to the 

maritime and transport industries, 

involving the maritime business 

community, leading industries,  

international investors, and 

officials in  conferences, 

exhibitions, and networking 

sessions.  

• Networking  

• Stand and speaking 

opportunities to 

present MarLEN 

activities 

Annual 

Turkey 

Expomaritt 

Exposhipping 

İstanbul 2025 

Trade and marketing platform 

connecting 8,000+ professionals in 

the shipping industry, organising 

sessions, B2B matchmaking and 

exhibitions to showcase new 

products and services and facilitate 

the networking with sector 

associations, federations and 

organisations. 

• Networking 

• Stand and speaking 

opportunities to 

present MarLEN 

activities 

Bi-annual 

United 

Kingdom 

London Tech Week  

Tech event focused on innovation, 

networking, and policy. It features 

stages and learning labs on 

sustainability and showcases real-

world industrial decarbonisation 

solutions. 

• Networking 

• Stand and speaking 

opportunities to 

present MarLEN 

activities. 

 

Annual 
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3.3.2 International events 

The mapping led to the identification of 13 events and conferences with an international level, 

as described in the table below. Further information about the specific events are available in 

the following sub-paragraphs. 

Table 11 - International events 

Name of the event Type of event Joint activities Occurrence 

Connecting Europe Days EU flagship event 

• Cross-dissemination 

• Pitching opportunities 

• Networking 

• Exhibition of EU-funded projects.  

Bi-annually 

European Maritime Days EU flagship event 

• Sponsored local events 

• Pitching opportunities 

• Networking 

Annually 

Waterborne Days Conference 

• Networking 

• Back-to-back events 

• Knowledge sharing 

• Pitching opportunities 

• Exhibition of EU-funded projects. 

Bi-annually 

European Sustainable 

Energy Week 
EU flagship event 

• Policy sessions and stand. 

• European Sustainable Energy 

Awards.  

• Sponsored local events. 

• Networking.  

Annually 

Transport Research Arena Conference 

• Networking 

• Papers submission and posters. 

• Publication opportunities 

• Stand opportunities. 

• Exhibition of EU-funded projects. 

Bi-annually 

London International 

Shipping Week 
Conference 

• Project-specific events. 

• Press release submission.  
Bi-annually 

 European Conference on 

Green Maritime Transport 
Conference 

• Knowledge sharing.  

• Networking.  
Annually 

GreenTech for Ports and 

Terminals Conference 
Conference 

• Networking.  

• Cross-dissemination.  
Annual 

Oceanology International Conference • Brokerage event.  Bi-annually 

Seawork 
Conference and 

Exhibition 

• Stand opportunities. 

• Workshops.  
Annually 
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Name of the event Type of event Joint activities Occurrence 

ESPO's Annual Conference Conference 

• ESPO Award. 

• Networking.  

• Cross-dissemination.  

Annual 

Nor-Shipping Conference 

• Knowledge sharing.  

• Networking.  

• Cross-dissemination.  

Bi-annually 

Motorship Propulsion & 

Future Fuels Conference 
Conference 

• Informative presentations  

• Networking 

• Field visits 

• Pitching opportunities. 

Annually 

3.3.1.1 Connecting Europe Days 

Connecting Europe Days is a major EU’s mobility flagship event aiming at fueling the debate 

and fostering knowledge sharing amongst relevant stakeholders in the field of transport, 

mobility and infrastructure, with the ultimate goal to accelerate the creation of a sustainable, 

resilient and interconnected European transport system. The last edition of the initiative had a 

wide outreach, attracting more than 3,200 participants from over 80 countries. The event takes 

place bi-annually and the next edition will be organised in 2026, likely in Brussels.  

The thematic link with the MarLEN project is represented by the key topics addressed in the 

framework of the event, which are strictly related to the transport sector (e.g., development of 

zero-emissions technologies and alternative fuels for the decarbonisation). The Connecting 

Europe Days hosts a variety of events of interest for the MarLEN project, including networking 

and pitching sessions, a marketplace dedicated to innovative companies, project promoters 

and initiatives, as well as an indoor exhibition of EU-funded projects in the field of transport. 

3.3.1.2 European Maritime Days 

The European Maritime Days (EMD) is an initiative launched by the European Commission in 

the format of an annual two-day event to promote the gathering of the European maritime 

community to be updated on the state-of-the-art, make the most from networking 

opportunities, and plan future joint actions in the field of sustainable blue economy. The EMD 

initiative brings together different stakeholders throughout the maritime value chain, including 

representatives from industries, governments, public institutions, NGOs and academia as well 

as EU citizens who are interested in the sector. As part of the EMD, the European Commission 

envisages the “European Maritime Day - In My Country”, a side initiative launched in 2018 with 

the purpose of raising awareness about the importance of the oceans and seas by promoting 

the organisation of events and activities at the sea, engaging especially the general public and 

young people.  
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Therefore, considering the dual orientation of the initiative towards the maritime sector and a 

strong collaborative approach, the types of synergies with the EMD are relevant for the MarLEN 

project, especially the possibility to host local side-events under the umbrella of the “EMD- In 

My Country” initiative, as well as applying for a stand at the EMD exhibition to foster 

knowledge sharing and maximise networking opportunities.  

3.3.1.3 Waterborne Days 

The Waterborne Days is an event organised by the Waterborne Technology Platform, which 

takes place bi-annually in Brussels with the ultimate goal to stimulate the debate about the 

future of the waterborne sector industry, fostering its innovation, competitiveness and 

sustainability. The event gathers industry experts, researchers, and policymakers, representing 

an opportunity to gain first-hand insights into the pressing challenges facing by the 

waterborne transport sector. 

The topics covered in the panel discussions suggest a strong thematic alignment with the 

MarLEN project, touching on common aspects and pressing challenges affecting the 

waterborne sector, such as decarbonisation, green corridors, sustainable alternative fuels, 

shipping and ports. The event offers the opportunity to get in touch and liaise with key actors 

actively involved in the sector, favouring the discussion about the decarbonisation pathway to 

inform the policy briefs and giving the opportunity to showcase the ongoing activities, 

including the upcoming online and in-person events and the main results of the project to a 

wider audience. Considering the huge outreach and the high-level experts joining the event, 

some of the stakeholders engagement activities foreseen in the project – such as the mutual 

learning workshops and networking activites - could be organised back to back with the 

Waterborne Days 2027. Moreover, the participation of projects funded by CINEA under the 

Research and Innovation Programmes, such as Horizon Europe, allows the MarLEN Partners to 

further explore in-person collaboration opportunities and collect expression of interest to join 

the MarLEN network.  

3.3.1.4 European Sustainable Energy Week 

The European Sustainable Energy Week is a hybrid EU’s flagship event gathering the leading 

clean energy community to debate on challenges and opportunities for renewables in the 

energy transition. The event is organised annually in Brussels by the European Commission.  

Every year, the EUSEW invites maritime professionals to apply for different open calls, including 

(i) the EUSEW Policy Conference, providing the possibility to host a policy session focused on 

sustainable energy issues, presenting policy developments, best practices and first-hand 

insights; (ii) the European Sustainable Energy Awards, open to outstanding projects for their 

innovation and efforts in energy efficiency; (iii) Energy Fair, hosting stands to showcase 

innovative projects and technologies contributing to the to the EU's energy transition; (iv) 
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hosting local events under the umbrella of the Sustainable Energy Day initiative. The MarLEN 

project will monitor the above-mentioned open calls for the upcoming editions of the EUSEW, 

benefitting from the networking opportunities, the enhancement of the project visibility and 

the connections with high-level stakeholders.  

3.3.1.5 Transport Research Arena 

The Transport Research Arena (TRA) is the largest Transport Research and Innovation 

Conference in Europe, gathering stakeholders from all transport networks to exchange views 

and ideas with the policymakers on the challenges and opportunities the industry faces. The 

next edition of the conference, entitled “TRA2026: ReGeneration in Transport”, will take place 

from the 18th to the 21st of May 2026 in Budapest, co-organised by the European Commission 

and the Minister of Construction and Transport of Hungary. The programme of the conference 

will foster discussions about the resilience, competitiveness and sustainability of the transport 

systems, focusing on User Centered Mobility, Green Mobility and Decarbonisation, Planning 

and Operation, Transport Digitalisation. 

The TRA Conference envisions events with different formats, including demonstrations, 

presentations, innovative exhibitions, technical tours, and social events to bring together 

academics with practitioners. Furthermore, the conference offers the opportunity to submit 

research papers, to be then presented at the conference during technical sessions or as a 

poster. The MarLEN project will leverage on the above-mentioned opportunities to further 

promote its activities and results, including the outputs and innovations of the projects 

selected in the framework of the open calls.   

3.3.1.6 London International Shipping Week (LISW) 

The London International Shipping Week (LISW) is a global shipping and maritime event 

aiming at showcasing the R&I activities and achievements of the world-class maritime sector 

to an international audience. The event, which is organised bi-annually in London, comprises 

over 350 official industry events offering huge networking opportunities with international 

leaders. The upcoming edition will take place from the 15th to the 19th of September 2025.  

The LISW has been flagged as a key event to showcase MarLEN’s activities and results through 

two main strands of action. First, the LISW foresees the possibility of organising and hosting 

a project-specific event – including seminars, workshops, exhibitions and networking 

sessions – featured in the official programme. In particular, MarLEN’s networking events and 

workshops could be organised in the framework of the LISW, ensuring the participation of 

global maritime professionals. Secondly, the LISW offers the opportunity to submit a press 

release promoting relevant achievements in the maritime industry to be featured on the 

official platforms. In the case of the MarLEN project, the LISW represents a valuable platform 

to disseminate the MarLEN open calls, as well as the results and updates of the selected 
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projects. Moreover, the Consortium can leverage on the experience and strong links held by 

MarRI-UK, who has already hosted events at LISW, and on the role covered by MSE 

International, who is acting as media partner of the event.  

3.3.1.7 European Conference on Green Maritime Transport 

The European Conference on Green Marine Transport is a two-day event dedicated to 

showcase the R&I activities for the greening of the maritime sector, foreseeing presentations 

from industry end-users and running projects case studies. The conference takes place 

annually, organised by FORTES MEDIA and has an international outreach, bringing together 

key stakeholders from the maritime industry to address critical issues in green shipping. 

The event aligns with MarLEN due to the focus on the identification of possible solutions for 

the decarbonisation of the maritime sector, thus being closely aligned with the MarLEN scope. 

By attending the conference, MarLEN Partners will have the opportunity to network and 

engage in fruitful discussions with experts from the maritime sectors to exchange views and 

collect feedback on the current state-of the art of the innovation, regulations and changing 

market situation to inform the evidence-based recommendations for the adoption of the zero-

emission solutions to be developed by the MarLEN project.  

3.3.1.8 GreenTech for Ports and Terminals Conference 

The GreenTech for Ports and Terminals is an annual conference organised by Port Technology 

International and dedicated to showcase innovative technologies and solutions for the 

reduction of emissions from port operations to achieve net-zero emissions. The conference 

gathers representatives from the world’s leading ports and terminal operators with the 

ultimate goal to promote knowledge exchange based on real cases.  

By joining the conference, the Consortium will have the chance to further promote the funding 

opportunities available under the MarLEN open calls, which might be of interest to the 

representatives of the case studies, while also exploring the creation of potential transnational 

Consortia to apply for the call. On the other hand, the conference could be exploited as a 

showcase event to present the main R&D outcomes of the transnational projects selected in 

the framework of the MarLEN open calls as a best practices capable to guide the pathway 

towards a net-zero emissions maritime sector. Furthermore, the conference will give the 

opportunity to network and engage with companies and key stakeholders acting as early 

adopters of green technologies for the maritime sector and having an in-depth knowledge of 

how ports and terminals need to collaborate to ensure that the sustainability goals are met, 

thus being valuable interlocutors for the shaping of informed and operational 

recommendations for zero-emissions solutions within the MarLEN project.  
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3.3.1.9 Oceanology International  

Oceanology International (Oi) is a three-day conference and exhibition for marine science and 

ocean technology, attracting over 8,000 attendees and 500 exhibitors to showcase the latest 

findings and innovation in the field of ocean technologies.  

The conference has a strong networking component represented by the b2match event, which 

offers the opportunity to arrange short meetings to meet both local and global stakeholders 

and business partners active in the maritime sector to explore potential collaboration and 

synergies. This activity has a direct linkage with the networking purposes of the MarLEN 

project, as well as the thematic alignment of the discussions around the need of shaping long-

term holistic strategies for exploring solutions to tackle the existing challenges and protect the 

oceans. For these reasons, the conference is an interesting arena to get in touch with relevant 

stakeholders and to further promote the MarLEN activites and results by requesting a stand in 

the exhibition and proposing the Partners as speakers for specific sessions.  

3.3.1.10 Seawork 

Seawork is a three-day European commercial marine and workboat exhibition and conference 

attracting more than 7,500 visitors from more than 60 countries around the world. The event 

is organised annually by Mercator Media, with the latest 2025 edition taking place last June in 

Southampton, United Kingdom, and succeeding in hosting 473 exhibitors and 32 conference 

sessions. Furthermore, Seawork offers a range of facilities – such as pontoon, open and shell 

scheme stands, waterfront space and demonstration areas – to showcase innovative products 

and services to support the decarbonisation of the maritime industry.  

The huge outreach in terms of numbers and types of international stakeholders attending the 

conference – especially industry professionals involved in marine renewables, technology, 

safety, marine construction and vessel build – makes Seawork a valuable platform to further 

disseminate the MarLEN open calls, leveraging on the capacity of the event to build business 

networks and international relationships and collaborations. Moreover, the Seawork 

conference offers the opportunity to book a stand, further contributing to increase the visibility 

of the project.  

3.3.1.11 ESPO’s Annual Conference 

The conference brings together a wide range of stakeholders from the maritime, logistics, and 

port industries to facilitate networking and foster collaboration among various sectors. The 

conference is organised annually by the European Sea Ports Organisation and the 2026 edition 

will take place in Gdansk, Poland.  

Amongst its activities, the conference offers the opportunity to apply for the ESPO Award, 

which is a prize assigned to a remarkable European port that has implemented an innovative 
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project to enhance the city-port relations, focusing on specific aspects of social integration 

which are selected each year. Based on the results and main topics addressed by the projects 

selected in the framework of the MarLEN open calls, the submission of an application for the 

ESPO Award could be considered, further increasing the visibility of the MarLEN project.  

3.3.1.12 Nor-Shipping 

The Nor-Shipping conference represents a global arena to explore opportunities and 

challenges affecting the maritime industries, hosting a wide range of events in different 

formats aiming at informing, connecting and inspiring the key policy and decision-makers 

across the world to foster the sustainable green transition of the shipping sector. The Nor-

Shipping is a bi-annual event organised by NOVA Spektrum and the topic of the 2025 edition 

shows a strong thematic linkage with MarLEN, being focused on the discussion of strategies 

and solutions to tackle emerging challenges, mitigate risks and maximise the chances to meet 

the ambitious 2030 and 2050 climate targets through collaboration.  

Furthermore, the activities foreseen in the framework of the Nor-Shipping event are closely 

aligned with the MarLEN project, gathering industry leaders from across the world to debate 

pathways, share knowledge, showcase innovation, and help build the relationships necessary 

to navigate towards a sustainable maritime and inland waterway sector.  

3.3.1.13 Motorship Propulsion & Future Fuels Conference 

The Motorship Propulsion & Future Fuels Conference is an international event gathering 

stakeholders from across the maritime sector, including policymakers. Organised annually by 

The Motorship magazine, the conference focuses on technical and strategic discussions 

around low- and zero-emission propulsion technologies, the deployment of alternative fuels, 

energy efficiency measures, and digital tools. The 2025 edition, to be held in Hamburg, 

demonstrates a strong thematic alignment with the goals of MarLEN, with a dedicated focus 

on decarbonising waterborne transport. Given its focus on practical applications, innovation, 

and collaboration, the Motorship Propulsion & Future Fuels Conference represents a strategic 

opportunity for the MarLEN project to engage with cutting-edge technological developments, 

build synergies with maritime industry leaders and promote its objectives and activities, such 

as its calls.  

3.4 Relevant journals 

As a result of the mapping exercise carried out within the MarLEN Consortium, an initial list of 

specialised and non-specialised journals and magazines with both a national and international 

coverage has been identified to support the Dissemination and Communication activities 
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throughout the project and facilitate the achievement of the related KPIs, as described in the 

Grant Agreement and D5.1 Dissemination and Communication Plan.  

The synergies to be established with relevant journals and magazines have a two-fold purpose. 

On one hand, publications aim to increase social awareness amongst the general public by 

fostering a broader understanding of the latest innovation development in the European 

waterborne sector and providing the public with updated information to guide more informed 

ad evidence-based decisions related to the maritime transport, thus actively contributing to 

the shaping of a more sustainable waterborne sector to accelerate the green transition in 

Europe. On the other hand, MarLEN will publish articles targeting the R&I Community, with 

the purpose of informing academic institutions, research centres and innovation focused 

companies about funding opportunities and of further disseminating the results of the project 

to a wider specialised audience beyond the Consortium. 

3.4.1 National and local journals  

A total number of 13 journals and magazines with a local and national coverage have been 

identified. For each magazine, the table below provides an overview of the typology 

(specialised or non-specialised), a brief description and the occurrence.  

 

Table 12 - National and local journals 

Name of the journal 
Type of 

journal 
Brief description Occurrence 

Marine Professional 

(IMAREST magazine) 

Specialised Magazine of the Institute of Marine Engineering, 

Science and Technology (IMarEST) analysing the 

trends in the marine sector to understand the 

technical intersections between the maritime, 

offshore and science agendas. 

Monthly 

Marine Industry News Specialised Online magazine publishing interviews and 

information about new product launches for the 

marine industry, primarily focused on boat building. 

Weekly 

Maritime Industries Specialised Magazine of the Society of Maritime Industries (SMI) 

targeting UK maritime engineering, marine science 

and technology and business services members.  

Monthly 

Maritime Journal Specialised Commercial marine magazine publishing news, 

podcasts and articles on innovations and current 

trends in the marine industry. 

Monthly 

Port Strategy Specialised Port sector magazine providing insights and news 

tailored to port executives. 

Monthly 

Solent Forum  Specialised Solent stakeholders. Monthly 
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Name of the journal 
Type of 

journal 
Brief description Occurrence 

 Revista de Estudos do Mar 

(Journal of Sea Studies) 

Specialised Publication of technical-scientific articles on 

maritime and aquatic science among the community 

of Portuguese-speaking countries.  

Semi-annual 

Ship2Shore Non-

specialised 

Online magazine covering the financial, economic, 

political and legal aspects of the transports industry 

in the Mediterranean region. Main topics: shipping, 

ports and services, logistics.  

Daily 

Newsletter and 

weekly 

magazine 

SHIPPING ITALY Specialised Online newspaper dedicated to the shipping and 

maritime transport in Italy, targeting decision makers 

operating in maritime sector.  

Daily 

Newsletter 

Rivista Marittima Specialised Owned by the Italian Ministry of Defence, it covers 

topics linked to the sustainable and technological 

innovation in the maritime sector, focusing on naval 

technologies, security, environment and 

decarbonisation. 

Monthly 

Rinnovabili.it Non-

specialised 

Online magazine with a specific section on 

sustainable maritime mobility, focused on alternative 

fuels, green hydrogen, decarbonisation strategies 

and technological maritime innovations.  

Weekly 

newsletter 

Messaggero Marittimo Specialised Online newspaper with news on ports, logistics and 

shipping, with a focus on the sector's ecological 

transition of the sectors through alternative fuels.  

Daily 

GreenPlanner Magazine Non-

specialised 

Online magazine with articles on innovations in 

maritime transport focused on green fuels, 

sustainable technologies and strategies for 

decarbonisation in the shipping industry. 

Weekly 

newsletter 

 

3.4.2 International journals  

In total, 22 magazines with an international outreach have been identified. The table below shows a 

preliminary list of magazines, along with a brief description and occurrence, that will be constantly 

updated throughout the project.  

Table 13 - International journals 

Name of the journal 
Type of 

journal 
Brief description Occurrence 

Schiff & Hafen Specialised International trade magazine for shipping and 

maritime technology, which has been published 

since 1949.  

Monthly 

Hansa – International 

Maritime Journal 

Specialised Technical trade journal covering maritime economics 

and technology, shipbuilding, and ports. 

Monthly 
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Name of the journal 
Type of 

journal 
Brief description Occurrence 

All About Shipping Specialised Shipping magazine with two dedicated sections for 

ports and terminals and ship management.  

Monthly 

Engineering & 

Technology Magazine 

Specialised Engineering and Technology Magazine with updated 

news dedicated to the transport sector. 

Monthly 

Marine Engineers Review Specialised Technical articles and news on shipping industry, 

industry news, and training updates related to 

marine engineering.  

Monthly 

Marine Insight Specialised Maritime magazine with ad hoc sections on marine 

engineering, nautical science and maritime law. 

Monthly 

MarineLink Specialised Marime magazine with dedicated articles and news 

on shipbuilding, equipment, training, regulations.  

Monthly 

Port Technology 

International 

Specialised Multi-media channel to inform ports and terminals 

industry professionals  providing news about the 

latest technologies being adopted across the sector.   

Monthly 

Seatrade Maritime News Specialised Commercial marine magazine with news related to 

transports, ports, ship operations and sustainability.  

Monthly 

Ship Management 

International 

Specialised Business magazine for ship owners, operating and 

managing companies publishing articles, in-depth 

research and analysis on policy, regulation, technical 

and commercial developments, financial analysis.  

Bi-monthly 

Marine Propulsion & 

Auxiliary 

Specialised Providing regulators and technical staff in shipping 

with data and insights on the equipment, 

technologies and services advancing maritime 

decarbonisation.   

Monthly 

Marine & Maritime 

Gazette 

Specialised Maritime magazine.  Monthly 

Shipping World & 

Shipbuilder 

Specialised Shipping magazine.  Monthly 

Riviera Maritime Media Specialised Publishing news and promoting webinars and 

relevant initiatives regarding the waterborne sector.  

Monthly 

The Motorship – Marine 

Technology 

Specialised Maritime magazine with industry-related news and 

interviews on equipment, alternative fuels, vessels 

and shipyards, regulations.  

Monthly 

Electric & Hybrid Marine 

Technology 

International 

Specialised Marine magazine about ports and harbours, 

shipyards and shipbuilding, vessels design.  

Quarterley 
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Name of the journal 
Type of 

journal 
Brief description Occurrence 

Plugboats Specialised Electric boat magazine addressing power, sail and 

commercial aspects related to maritime transport.  

Quarterley 

Dockyard Magazine Specialised Magazine targeting marine industry professionals, 

providing news on the latest product innovations.  

Monthly 

Clean Shipping 

International 

Specialised Magazine publishing  informed articles from industry 

leaders, shipowners and environmental experts to 

provide insights into the regulatory, technical, 

operational, and commercial issues.  

Monthly 

SHIPPAX Specialised Magazine providing information and statistics about 

the ferry, cruise, ro-ro and high-speed market. Its 

publications include the Shippax Info magazine, the 

annual Shippax Guide, Design and Market 

publications, and the weekly newsletter covering 

industry-based news.  

Monthly 

 

Sea Technology  Specialised Distributed in more than 110 countries, it promotes 

innovative products and publishes state-of-the-art 

and application articles, news, and staff reports 

targeting marine business, science and engineering.  

Monthly 

Maritime Economy 

Observatory 

Specialised Permanent Observatory on maritime transport and 

logistics, publishing reports, papers and surveys on 

the shipping and the maritime economy in the 

Mediterranean area. The Research Center for 

Economic Studies is specialised in the analysis of the 

dynamics of national and international port 

infrastructures, shipping and logistics and 

sustainability challenges. 

Annual reports 

and daily news 

3.5 Next steps towards the establishment of synergies 

Building upon the results of the initial mapping exercise presented in the previous paragraphs, 

a structured outreach and engagement strategy has been defined to explore collaboration 

opportunities and establish long-lasting synergies between MarLEN and the projects, 

initiatives and networks identified as thematically aligned.  

As next steps, the pre-identified projects, initiatives and networks will be contacted via e-mail 

to formally introduce the MarLEN project, along with an informational flyer outlining the 

objectives and the benefits of a cross-collaboration amongst thematic projects. Subsequently, 

bilateral online meetings with projects and initiatives that showed interest in setting up 

synergies will be organised,  with the ultimate goal to kick off the discussion and lay the ground 



 

 

 

D5.3 – Synergies with other initiatives Roadmap 

www.marlen.eu – Grant Agreement ID: 101192539  57  

 

for the establishment of a sustainable and effective collaboration, getting to know each other, 

sharing relevant information, mutual interests and expectations, while exploring concrete areas 

of joint actions, which are aligned with the objectives of both projects. In this framework, the 

MarLEN project aims to establish at least 15 partnerships with other projects and initiatives in 

the waterborne sector.  

The synergies established within the MarLEN project will be regulated by two types of 

cooperation agreements are envisioned by the Consortium, to be applied and tailored 

according to the specific participating project or initiative contacted, considering its nature 

and governance structure, as well as the level of interaction envisaged throughout the project. 

In particular, a Collaboration Agreement will be signed for more informal collaborations, 

working as a non-binding instrument to secure the commitment and facilitate the coordination 

of both parties, outlining collaboration intentions, roles, and possible areas of joint work. On 

the other hand, when interacting with high-level, more structured and strategic partnerships 

and initiatives – such as institutional networks, platforms, and formal clusters – the MarLEN 

project will adopt a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) as a guiding framework. The MoU 

will be used selectively for the establishment of more formal cooperations, upon the request 

of the specific network, initiative or project, to ensure continuity, visibility, and alignment of 

activities. A draft version of the Collaboration Agreement is provided as annex.  

An initial list of the collaboration areas that will be presented in the cooperation agreements 

have been summarised in the table below, building upon the initial assessment of the joint 

actions to be potentially implemented with the pre-identified projects, networks, and 

initiatives.  

Table 14 - Initial list of collaboration areas 

 Type of activity KPIs Status 

1 Joint Mutual Learning Workshop #6 Mutual Learning Workshops with 

ZEWT Partnership and other maritime 

initiatives. 

Dialogue with ZEWT Partnership 

and maritime initiatives to be 

initiated after M6. 

2 Joint Networking Events #6 Networking and brokerage events 

with GREENET, Blue Technology 

Cluster and Flagship projects. 

Dialogue with GREENET and the 

Blue Technology Cluster to be 

initiated after M6. 

3 Joint participation in events #1 Policy discussion. Initial mapping of policy-related 

events finalised. 

4 Joint Dissemination Activities #15 articles published in at least #10 

specialised magazines. 

#3 articles published in general 

interest magazines. 

#10 Social Media Campaigns. 

#1 press release published in #3 

magazines.  

Future cross-dissemination 

activities will be discussed with 

participating projects.  
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 Type of activity KPIs Status 

5 Joint Policy Briefs and Policy 

Recommendations 

#2 Policy Briefs 

#Policy Recommendation. 

Topics to be discussed with 

participating projects, in 

alignment with the priorities of 

the ZEWT Partnership.  

6 Co-Authoring Publications and 

Papers 

Potential KPIs to be set with 

participating projects. 

Common topics to be defined 

with participating projects. 

APRE – in its role as leading partner for the synergies activities – will ensure the coordination 

of the joint actions amongst all projects by monitoring the status and providing a clear 

communication framework. To this end, the main contacts of the participating projects will be 

invited to join an online collaboration folder to be created by APRE with the objective of 

facilitating the communication and the sharing of knowledge, while ensuring the timely access 

to relevant project materials and results. The repository will also include a dedicated file to 

track potential publication topics and a calendar of upcoming events, both organised by the 

participating projects or external entities. Moreover, the organisation of bi-monthly meetings 

serving as a platform to provide updates, discuss progress, address challenges, and align on 

upcoming activities will be discussed.  

In parallel, MarLEN partners will continue identifying emerging initiatives, EU-funded projects, 

and upcoming calls for clustering or joint policy actions, to further expand the network of 

synergies. These efforts will be supported by a prioritisation strategy, based on thematic 

alignment, mutual benefit, and added value in terms of outreach, technical expertise, or 

stakeholder influence. 

Ultimately, the establishment of synergies is not a one-time effort but a dynamic and evolving 

process that will accompany the project throughout its lifecycle. Regular updates to the 

mapping and engagement strategy will ensure that MarLEN remains agile, connected, and 

capable of responding to new collaboration opportunities as they arise. 
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4 Ongoing and already established 

synergies 

Since the beginning of the MarLEN project, the Consortium has proactively engaged in a 

number of joint activities with relevant projects, initiatives and networks that have already 

contributed to enhance the project’s visibility and foster early-stage collaborations with 

relevant actors, while laying the ground for future cooperations to be further developed 

throughout the project. The list of already established synergies include the participation of 

partners in relevant events for the waterborne sector, the dissemination of the MarLEN survey, 

the publication of the first project press release by specialised media outlets, and preliminary 

outreach to national and regional actors, including contacts with the GIURI network to explore 

funding opportunities for future project calls. The following sub-paragraphs will provide an 

overview of the joint activities already implemented until June 2025 (M6).  

4.1 Participation to relevant events in the waterborne 

sector 

APRE represented the MarLEN project at the 

technical workshop co-organised by WaterborneTP 

and the Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership and 

Mission Oceans, hosted by the Italian National 

Research Council on the 8th of April 2025, in Rome. 

The workshop was designed as an open discussion 

to stimulate debate on a new vision for a more 

resilient blue economy, and explore synergies 

amongst ports, fisheries and the waterborne 

transport in order to accelerate a just, inclusive and 

sustainable green transition. By joining the 

workshop, MarLEN had the opportunity to spread 

knowledge about the upcoming activities organised 

by the project, to learn more about the needs of the 

sector to achieve a sustainable and green transition, to network with experts and key actors in 

the sector, while exploring joint areas for collaboration with inspiring initiatives and projects, 

paving the way for future synergies.  

Figure 1 - MarLEN representatives at the 

technical workshop organised by Waterborne 

TP, Sustainable Blue Economy Partnership 

and Mission Ocean 
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Furthermore, MarLEN was represented at the 

MarRI-UK stand at the Seawork2025, which took 

place from the 10th to the 12nd of June in 

Southampton, United Kingdom. With over 7,000 

attendees from 70+ countries and 600 

organisations across industry, academia, and 

government, Seawork offered an ideal platform to 

connect, collaborate, and promote innovation, as 

well as to disseminate MarLEN to a highly relevant, 

international audience focused on maritime 

innovation and sustainability. It offered great 

networking opportunities, fostering collaboration 

and partnerships among professionals from diverse 

sectors, including vessel design, marine engineering, offshore renewables, and port 

operations. MarLEN attracted a strong level of interest throughout the event, with 

approximately half of the visitors to our stand expressing genuine curiosity and engagement 

with the project, thanks also to the prominent "zero-emission" message on the MarLEN 

banner, further highlight the importance of cross-sector dialogue in achieving a zero-emission 

maritime future. 

Lastly, the MarLEN project was represented at the 2025 edition of the European Maritime Day, 

which took place in Cork, Ireland, on 21-23 May. In the framework of this event, several MarLEN 

Partners attended, having the opportunity to networking with relevant actors in the 

waterborne sector and introducing the project. In addition, IMDO hosted an informal evening 

networking reception on Wednesday 21st May, aiming at fostering the networking with 

colleagues from across the maritime industry, including Irish ports, shipping companies and 

the Department of Transport, as well as representatives from the EU Commission.  

4.2 Cross-dissemination activities 

As part of the cross-dissemination activities implemented until June 2025, the first press 

release of MarLEN1, announcing the official launch and outlining the main objectives of the 

 

 

 
1 https://www.linkedin.com/posts/marlen-horizon-europe_marlen-kick-off-press-release-activity-

7318671986405138432-SQ0H?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADUmY4sB-

2ykS8vtXc1LeICCbIdOgoE6lmM.  

Figure 2 - MarRI-UK represents MarLEN at the 

Seawork2025 in Southampton, United 

Kingdom 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/marlen-horizon-europe_marlen-kick-off-press-release-activity-7318671986405138432-SQ0H?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADUmY4sB-2ykS8vtXc1LeICCbIdOgoE6lmM
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/marlen-horizon-europe_marlen-kick-off-press-release-activity-7318671986405138432-SQ0H?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADUmY4sB-2ykS8vtXc1LeICCbIdOgoE6lmM
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/marlen-horizon-europe_marlen-kick-off-press-release-activity-7318671986405138432-SQ0H?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAADUmY4sB-2ykS8vtXc1LeICCbIdOgoE6lmM
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project, was officially published in March 2025. The press release has been reposted on the 

communication channels of project Partners and further shared with national and international 

magazines, using the list of the specialised and non-specialised journals indicated in chapter 

2.4. As a result of this additional outreach effort, three international media outlets relevant to 

the maritime and inland waterway sectors have published the press release, ensuring a broader 

visibility among key stakeholders in the fields of the waterborne transport. The 

aforementioned media outlet include the Marine News Magazine (link), the Clean Shipping 

International (link) and Infomarine Online (link). This early dissemination has contributed to 

establishing MarLEN’s presence within relevant professional communities, laying the 

groundwork for future collaborations and synergies with the aforementioned media platforms. 

Furthermore, the Consortium has already kicked off the activities aiming at establishing an 

ongoing collaboration with GREENET Network in the framework of the MarLEN project. In fact, 

GREENET has been used as a promotional channel for the dissemination of the first MarLEN 

Survey, aiming at consulting the National Contact Points (NCPs) for Cluster 5 “Climate, Energy 

and Mobility” to collect relevant information about ongoing projects, initiatives, networks and 

events related to the waterborne sector and the development of zero-emission solutions for 

the maritime and inland waterway transport landscape in Europe and beyond. The information 

collected through the Survey have informed this deliverable, as described in the previous 

paragraphs. As a result of this mapping exercise targeting external stakeholders and other 

countries beyond the Consortium, a total of 21 answers were collected, leading to the 

identification of 38 additional inputs to inform the Synergies Roadmap. By looking at the 

country of origin of the respondents, the majority of the answers came from United Kingdom 

(10 respondents), followed by Sweden (4 respondents), Italy (2 respondents), Germany, 

Belgium, Malta, North Macedonia and Turkey (1 respondent each). Furthermore, the majority 

of the respondents (11 out of 21) indicated projects, initiatives, networks and events both at 

international and national level, followed by 5 respondents giving only international inputs 

and 4 only national. Only one respondent was not aware of any relevant initiatives within the 

waterborne sector. In the survey, participants were asked to indicate the stakeholders category 

which best suited with their role, with the majority being from Industry (8 out 21) and 

academics (8 out 21), followed by Policymakers / Public Authority (2 respondents), while three 

participants selected the “other” option (“marine environmental company”; “Cluster 

organisation”; “Expert and Project Manager in public/private company”). The participation of 

three countries beyond the MarLEN Consortium – namely Sweden, North Macedonia and 

Malta – to the Survey, suggests a potential interest in the project, to be further deepened 

through bilateral consultations, considering also the openness of the MarLEN project towards 

the inclusion of funding agencies from other countries.  

https://www.marinelink.com/news/marlen-project-launches-zeroemission-524860
https://www.cleanshippinginternational.com/european-water-transport-aims-for-a-zero-emission-future/
https://infomarine.net/en/insight/56-marinelog/17775-marlen-project-launches-for-ze.html
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4.3 Outreach to regional and national stakeholders 

In the early stages of the project, APRE activated strategic outreach efforts aimed at fostering 

synergies among MarLEN and relevant national stakeholders, with a particular focus on Italian 

Regional Authorities. In this context, APRE leveraged on the contacts from the GIURI - Informal 

Group of Italian Representation Offices in Research and Innovation), an informal network 

representing Italian organisations engaged in research and innovation at European level, 

including regional offices based in Brussels, chaired by APRE.  

The aim of this initiative was to present the first MarLEN open call, trying to secure national 

fundings from the Italian regions. APRE outlined the general objectives of the project via email 

and then through bilateral calls. The main objective of the dialogue was to assess the 

availability of regional financing or co-financing instruments that could complement the 

financial support offered under the MarLEN calls. This initial contact was important in laying 

the foundations for stronger institutional cooperation and will be followed by potential 

bilateral meetings with the regions concerned, with the aim of building bridges between 

European funding mechanisms and regional innovation ecosystems, a key aspect in ensuring 

the success and scalability of MarLEN's results. 

 

  



 

 

 

D5.3 – Synergies with other initiatives Roadmap 

www.marlen.eu – Grant Agreement ID: 101192539  63  

 

5 Conclusions 

The Synergies Roadmap resulting from the mapping exercise presented in this deliverable 

represents only the starting point of MarLEN’s synergy-building efforts, laying the groundwork 

for future collaborations aimed at maximising the project’s impact within the broader 

ecosystem of sustainable waterborne transport. Through Task 5.2, a preliminary yet strategic 

mapping of relevant projects, initiatives, events and networks has been conducted to identify 

potential areas for collaboration and joint value creation. This initial mapping exercise has 

proven to be crucial, confirming the importance of integrating MarLEN into a wider community 

of actors, given the large number of relevant stakeholders. 

Furthermore, the historical fragmentation of the maritime research and innovation landscape 

makes it essential to foster convergence, prevent duplication, and actively pursue 

complementarities. The initiatives, projects, and networks identified provide fertile ground for 

knowledge sharing, the exchange of good practices, alignment on policy recommendations, 

and the launch of joint visibility and outreach actions. 

Several synergies have already been activated at this early stage of the project, including 

participation in relevant events, cross-dissemination through various communication 

platforms, and initial contacts with other projects and national stakeholders. These early efforts 

are essential for enhancing MarLEN’s visibility from the initial phases and establishing the trust 

and momentum necessary for more structured collaboration in the upcoming phases. 

The stakeholder engagement and outreach strategy underpinning this work is dynamic and 

adaptive. It is based on continuous updates, feedback loops, and prioritisation mechanisms to 

focus efforts on the most relevant initiatives and ensure that future collaborations are both 

strategic and impactful. In this context, the synergies roadmap included in this deliverable is a 

living document, open to be modified in response to new collaboration opportunities.  

Therefore, the Synergies Roadmap serves not only as a repository of potential partners but 

also as a strategic tool for strengthening cross-project cooperation and unlocking new 

opportunities within the wider European maritime and waterborne transport ecosystem. 

Looking ahead, MarLEN will focus on consolidating initial contacts into more structured 

cooperation frameworks, including cross-communication and dissemination actions, co-

development of policy briefs, and joint participation in working groups or EU platforms. By 

serving as a connector among initiatives, MarLEN will reinforce its role as a catalyst for 

knowledge exchange, innovation scaling, and policy impact across the European maritime and 

waterborne transport landscape.   
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